
Prayer 

OVERVIEW OF CHURCH HISTORY IN 36 ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 

LECTURE 36 - C20 CRUSADES AND CONGRESSES 
C20 CHURCH GROWTH AND DECLINE 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life ('common grace'); but 
above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory ('saving grace'). And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 

service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. (General Thanksgiving, from the Book of Common Prayer) 

For 'common grace' and 'saving grace', see that heading under 'Theology' on this website. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Evangelical care for souls and bodies in the twentieth century 

2. TWENTIETH CENTURY EVANGELISTIC CRUSADES

2.1 Recap on nineteenth-century evangelists 

2.2 Features of twentieth century crusades 

2.3 Reuben Archer Torrey (1856-1928) 
2.4 William Ashley 'Billy' Sunday (1862-1935) 
2.5 'Gipsy' Rodney Smith, O.B.E. (1860-1947) 
2.6 John Wilbur Chapman and Charles Alexander 

2.7 William Patteson ('W.P.') Nicholson (1876-1962) 
2.8 William Franklin (Billy) Graham (1918-2018) 
2.9 Conclusion - will we see the like again in Europe? 

3. TWENTIETH CENTURY EVANGELICAL CONGRESSES

3 .1 Introduction 

TOPIC Rev. John R.W Stott 

3 .2 Lausanne Congress in Switzerland ( 197 4) 

3.3 Lausanne II, Manila (1989) 

3.4 Lausanne ill, Cape Town (2010) 

4. TWENTIETH CENTURY CHURCH GROWTH AND DECLINE

4.1 Statistics 
4.2 Growth 
4.3 Decline in Britain 
4.4 Areas of the most rapid growth 

5. FULL CIRCLE?

In preparation, read Cairns, 486-8, 505-7, 522-5, 533-4; Lion, 626-36; Vos, 156-8, 193-5 




































