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I.A INE DE LA PENITENCE

AU lir SIEGLE • •

A ci.Ac du tr;ivai] d"aiialy.-o sc laj^portaiil a uji cA'i'ivaiii parti-
ladicr ct clif.a'cliaiil, a ilcu-apt.a- sa parisia,', svir \.\ii SLijet (lomic, ii
Va j'lla.ca pour lOMiN i-c'da ^yidli'Ase groupaiid., d'liuc faroji tdus
•111 nioius sysU'iiiaticpio, dans das cadi'os apj.u'oprias, les resid-
lals do cos cnqucLi's .s])cciales, el E-'S ordrmnanl cii un lout
urpanique. Quaud il s'aqil iiolanuiuvul dc dO'Clriuos el d:; prali-
q;u:!S assez coiuploxcs, eel cssai de gj'oupeuieiil jiciauel dt;
laiiiener N Icur vei'iUd.ile imporlaiicc Uds oi] lels eleiiieiils qui,
ehe/. un aiileur isoLL onl pu proudre. unc place Iioj's df' \)yvi'>uv-
lioii avcc Icur iunuonco roclL: cliius le. nuiicu couLcru.poi'aiii.
l.i.'S asscrlious di\'ersos sur Ic lucu'ie objcl sc corroborcrd, el se
cur'rip'Ciil; o.-i pcnelre tnicux Ic scfii:; do Idle cxorcssion obscuie
Oil cc.uupliquec; on quend uno id.oe. pbss juslc dc la vie d'une
di'Clt'ilie et dcs niulljjdes aspeeis do ses applications. C'csl ce
que je vou.lrais c-ssaycr dc faire. daiirs les jaipcs qui vonl suivro.,
a I'uopos dc la doctrine sur la penilcncc, on ccllc periode jcu ti-
eidiercmcnl iinpcciante quo conslituc le m'" siecie de j'erc ciirA-
tienne. !.c.s docunicut.s, san,^ clre coinp]etcn:.cnl saliifai.sauls,
soul cepcndaiit as.sez al>ondauls, (pdi! .s'agisse dc, UOricTn. ou.
dc rOccident. licnvoyanl a Iciu- place, .plu.s loiu, Ics questions
parliculiides d'aullicnlicile ou do critique, qui peuveul .se [loscr,
Ji- uc udallardcrai pas ici a decrire las ceuvrcs d la biograpliie
de.s autcurs coiusulles. 11s sent asscv, counus : Cieuicul d'Alcxan-
drie, Origcne, la rndascalic, pour rOricql; [li])[)olylc, TeiTul-
Lcii, sainl Cy[)rien, pour rOt-.ddeul, idles sei'ont les Tudnd-
palcs sources. Divers auleurs seco]idaii~cs sei'onl allceues a
1occasion, d, en gui.sc de conflrmalion ou de coinpldrncnt, on
•'ina cgalcmejii, iccour.s aux aiuvres fua'cedanl iminedialcrnenl

«• G-oncile cleAucee; aux decisions dcs divers synodcs d'Ancyrc
li. Acoccsarce, d Edvii-e, dWrles, ainsi qu'aux ouvrages dc sain

Mtdlu 1,1,-. Ai n.-, 1
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3. Les diverse^ especcs de pcclie

Dans Ics pages precedcnles, I'occasion s'est offerle plus d'nne'
fois de signaler divers rssais dc classilicalion ou pluLoL d'cxpli-

• calioii, porhuU sur Ics'noms varies par lesquels est designce la
faute (a). S'jnspiranl de I'usage scripl.uraire, de letyrnolo-
gic, de renseignement aiiLerieur des philosophes, Cienient
dAlexandiic ct Oiigene, soil en passant, soit ex professo
cssaicnt d'elablir, sans .Y-aUaclier d'ailleurs line importance
liarticnljcre, une serie dc nuances entrc ces nombreux synony-
mes (3). Nous n'y.revicndrons point. Avant d'abordcr les clas
sifications sc rapporlant non plus a la notion du pcche, inais
aux dilferenis actes qualifies de ce nom, une constatation prea-
lablc s'lmposc, c'est que, ]^our nombreuses quo soienf les enu-
nieialions concretes des fautes les plus variees, elles n'offrent
ni pom 1etendue, ni pour I'ordre, rieii de nouveau par rapport
aux enumerations analogues de I'Evangile ou de saint Paul (4).
Pas de^classcmcnt a proprcmenl parlor : les fautes sont enurne-
rces pcle-mele, coinine elles se presentent i\ la pens4e de Pau-

(1) Voir Bulletin. 1929, pp. 19-3G
(2) Voir pp. 30-31.

c. 9-10 etc? P '̂issages parailiilcs; Ro 1, 28-31; i Co,
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18.

THE DOCTRINE OF PENITENCE

IN THE THIRD CENTURY.

Along with the work of analysis connected with a particular writer and seeking to take his thoughts on a given subject,
there is a case for the work of grouping synthesis in a manner that is more or less systematic, within the appropriate
frameworks, the results of these special enquiries, and giving to them a certain quality. When concerned notably
with quite complex doctrines and practices, this attempt at grouping allows the return to their true importance such
and such elements which in the work of an isolated author, have been able to take a place out of proportion to their
true influence in a contemporary environment. The various assertions on the same object are corroborated and corrected;
one sees better the meaning of such obscure or complicated expressions; one takes a truer idea of the life of a
doctrine and the many aspects of its applications. It is this that I wish to attempt to do in the following pages,
relative to the doctrine of penitence, in this particularly important period which was the third century of the Christian
era. The documents,, without being completely satisfactory, are however abundant enough, concerning either the
east or the west. Coming back to their place later on, the particular questions of authenticity or of criticism which
can beposed, I shall not stop here to describe the works and the biography of the authors consulted. They are well
enough known: Clement of Alexandria, Origene, the Didascalie, for the east; Hippolyte, Tertullian, St. Cyprien, for
the West, these will be the principal sources. Various secondary authors will be referred to on occasion and, for
confirmation or for compliment we will also refer to works immediately preceding the Council of Nicee; to the decisions
of the various synods of Ancyre, of Neocesaree, of Elvire, of Aries, as well as to the works of St. Methode and Lactance./



•20 bUl.l-iri l.N- UK LI I TKilATUIlK KCCI.KSlAJITIOUK

]. — i.A DocriiiNE si:k i.i-: pi';(;iik.

'1Crllillien a judieieuseinenl. n>')le ('{uei (Jnil eli'c Ic [K)inl de
(iepart dc toule cnquelc siu' la d'lelrine peiiiliinlielie, ; il i'aiil
d'abord cliulioi- Ics Causes <}ui la lendcnl, nt'ccssaijc, c'est-a-diie

• lo pechc (i). Sans in'atlardcr :i rclcver loul cc qui csL dil sue ce
siijel, je icliendrai parliculieremcnl cc qui inlciessc la doclriiu;
penilenlielle. ' . • . • • ; i

, 1. — L'Cinistence d\i pcchc .

Sc faisanl reeho de ri:!criluie, les eciivains ccclesiasliques
lactlenl \olonlicrs cn reli'.-f (aelt.c idee quo Dicu scul csL inq;)ec-
cable ainsi (juc sun I'ils Jesus-ClnisL; cclui-ci, a cause de ccla
Uiiune, jiCiiL rachelci' les peelies du nionde. A cc propos, Cle-
uicnl. tl'Alc.xandrie, sc rcssouvenanL d'un developpeiucnl de
biiiiorq exjiose une Iheurie inleiessanlc sur les divers degies
d'alTranelnsscinenL pai' rappoil an peche :

Noire l'ed;iyoguc, KCi il-i! (2), rcsseiuble u son I'cre, le I.Ocu doiil il
esl Ic I'iis, imj.eccahlc, irreprelicnsibic cL uTq.)ASsiijle quant a I'anie;
Dieu inimacidt; datis la lonuc liumaine, scrvileur de la volonti'•
paUnnelle, Verhe' Dicu, coiiii qui osl dans le Pcie, eelui qui esl
a la druitc du Pcic.; en sa foi-ine il cat Dicu. 11 cat p(.iur nous une
iiiiage sails l.aciie; c'cst aiir lui qu'il nous faul de totdos nos forces
essayer ife nnv.ieler lU)!!!,) arne. .Alais lui, il esl complidcmeid, alTraii-
civi lies passions luiitiiiiiies, c'esl [.'Ourquoi ineine ii csl. seul jugc, ear
sou! inijaiecalde. Pnur nous, aulanl qiie nous K; [lOuvohs, ossayous
de jiecher le ni'/ins prissihlc. Rien ncqirc-ssc plus que dc nous dohar-
raaser d'abord des nnssious cl dc.s maIadio;s; [luis il faul encore
cviter de londnu' faeilenienl. dans I'hahitiide des fiechcs. P'c meilleur
e.SL de ne (loirU pechor du toiil, d'aucunc niar.ierc; cela c.sl dc Dicu;
le second degre, de.no jarnais .sc livror a nuciine aclion inju.stc deli-
bercc ; o'csl )c lU'Ojne du .s.age; Ic Irotsieme, de no pa.s se lai.s.scr en-
trainer a b.'.aneonp d'involonlaircs: ccla' appartieril au.A gen.s bien
foriues; ne pas s'allarder longlemps dans tx-s pechcs occupjcra
dcntier rang el ecci memc, pour ccn.x qui sent invilAs a reprendre
Ic comlial dc la jionilcncc, cst salutairc.

Clcnionl (•cbiiie alors so pcnsec [)ai" le coiniiienlaii'c syinbo-
lique an le.xlc cles AA')njbre.s,(,0.^..g) : « Si quclqa'un vicnt ^ mou-

' pudiciha, 2, 11-12 ; Iiisac prius oausao ciiis distinguantur, sineCausae paenitentiac delicla conclicirnus
(2, Poed'Hioon.^, I, 2; PG, S, 2.01 C—252 B, ,6cl. Staeblin. 91-92. .,

r,.\ nocnu.NK .sou i.a i'i-mtknoi-; ao m' sii.cr.i-: 21

lie subiteiiienl. pres ilu Na/.areen, anssilul la lele clc celni-ei
qu'il a \uue('. sf.-ra sonillce, ct elle se.ra lasee I.a niurt .subilc
de.-igne ici.le pee.ho in\i.>lunl;ure, aiupiel il fain [lorler nniiCib.'
rii ra.sani la (ete, c'e.sl-a-dire en siqquinianl le.s cln'ven.v (le
rigMiorance ([iii (dTii.sipienl, la raisun : ain.si dt'gagee dio la nia-
licre loid'fue du inal, cel!e.-ci, rpti a son siege, dans le cei v<.'aij,
recourra \ ilc a la penitence. I'n pen plus loin, faisant allu.-ion
a I'e.Kju'ession Idbliqiie <1 Joiirs deiaisoiinaliles x, i! y (oi! avec
le divin {iralagngiu,'. les {lerlies, (pii soid C(.>niraires a la raison.
l.eiir caractcre involoidaire esl niaripie par I'expression siihilc-
inrnl, Icur cararlere jieccamineux par eelle di^ (Irraisoni)ahli',
d'an Ic soin qui lesl ])ri,s do lu'ohibcr le pecbc coiuinc cdnlraiie
a la raison. . •

Dans un sens un pen tliffeicid, Origrne nioidionne. deu.x
degres concernani le pecdie : " Bieiduuireux d'abord qui ne
peclu^ point: en second lien, jiar romparaison. eidui qni -n'a
(•pi'mi inincc.'(i^die (par opposili(jn an\ g,r()s : piiifjii'm) (.'D. ll
y a d'aillei.irs d'avdi'es degn's : Origeiie n'adine.l. pciinl (p'le tons
pnissenl suT.)il(MiU'nl passer de la serviludc sous la loi du p^.die
a eelle du Christ. <le sorle ipi'il u'y ail plus fieii a coudaniuer
eii lui. Pa jiisliee, la verili', la (duisjcde, la piete, la sagessiV
reclainerd fdiacuiie, el les autres vertus aussi, unc j)crfec(.iou
ahsolue., a laquclle. seuls rcxcrcicc, refforl. et le liavail [irolougc
|ieuveu!. eondidre'. Pe progros sc fail, [if.'.u A jieu : d'abord pint d(^
ja'clies, puis uii foul, jielit uorubrc; (uifln, si Ton pcut y arrivei",
aiieiiu. C'esj. (>ii C(.> sons (pn^ l'.^j)otre oublic; le jias.se et sc tend
vcrs ravenii' CD. De son cote, saint Cyprien ecri! ; k Pe prenner
degrc di.i bonlieur esl do nc,point peelier, le^ .second de (.xuuun-
Ire SOS failles : la eoui'I rinnricence. enliere el imniacidee cju!
sauve; ici, Ini sneeedc-le reiiuxh; qni gnerit (la peniicncc) (5)

Snr cc pi i\ ilege exclusif de .Tesus-Clii isl, le. Dieu fait hornme,
par rapport aux anires nieiubrcs de I'bunianiie, Origene cst
rovenu lA mainlcs reprises, ])ai' cxeniplc dans son conimenlaire

(3) 1)1. Lvcam. ti., 35: PtV. Rg 1801 cf. hi Kzcch. h. 1, 12; PG. 13 GTS \-
f;u. Raohrens, 3.3G, 1. ,0. . ' '

U) In epint. ad Uoin., fi, 11; PG, lb 1092 BC; ibid., 5, 10, lO-W .\.
(0) hpiit.. 00. 13, Hanoi, II, C.Sl; Bayard, II, 182.



20 1. The Doctrine of Sin,

Tertullleui has judiciously noted what ought to be the starting point of any enquiry into the doctrine of penitence:
It is necessary first to study the causes which make it necessary, that is to say the sin. Without waiting to refer
to everything that has been said on this subject, I shall refer particularly to that which concerns the doctrine of
penitence.

1. The existence of Sin.

Echoing the Scripture, the ecclesiastical writers freely highlight this idea that God alone is impeccable and als6 his
Son, Jesus Christ; and because of this can take away the sins of the world. Relative to this, Clement of Alexandria
recalling a development of Philon, puts forward an interesting theory on various degrees of emancipation in reference
to sin:

Pedagogue, he writes, resembles his Father, the God of whom he is the Son, impeccable, irreprhensible and impassive
as to the soul; God immaculate in the human form, serving the wish of his father, the verb God, that which is in the
Father, that which is on the right hand of the Father; in his form he is God. It is for us an image without taint;
it is upon him that we must with all our strength try to model our soul. But he is completely free from human passions,
it is because he himself is the only judge, for he alone is without sin. For us, as much as we can, let us try to sin
as little as possible. Nothing is more important than that we should first of all get rid of passion and sickness;
then it is still necessary to avoid easily falling into the hcd>it of sinning. The best is not to sin at all, in any manner,
that is to be as God: the second degree of never allowing onself any deliberate unjust action: it is the property of the v:;
wise; the third is not to indulge in excess; this belongs to the stadDle people; not to linger for a long time in these
sins will occupy the last line and this itself, for those who are invited to take up the fight of penitence, is salutary.

Clement clarifies then his thought by the symbolic commentary from the book of Numbers (6,9): "If any man die suddenly
by the Nazareen, the lord and he hath defiled the head of his consecration then he shall shave his head in the day of
his cleansing on the seventh day shall he shave it". A sudden death denotes here unvoluntary sin which can be remedied
by shaving the head, that is to say in suppressing the hairs of ignorance which cloud the reason, thus free from the
bushy tufted material of evil that which is centred in the brain, quickly will bring about penitence. A little later
making allusion to the biblical expression "unreasonable days", he sees there with the divine pedagogue, the sins
which are against reason. Their involuntary character is marked by the expression, 'suddenly*, their sinful character
by that of 'unreasonable', from whence the care which is taken to prohibit sin as being against reason or against right.

In a slightly different meaning, Origene mentions two degrees concerning sin; "The best thing first of all is not to
sin at all: in the second place, by comparison, he who has only done a little sin (by opposition to big: pinquia). There
are besides other degrees: Origene does not at all allow that all can suddenly pass from servitude under the law of sin
to that of Christ, where there can be no condemnation in him. The justice, the truth, the chastity, the piety, the
wisdom reclaim all, and the other virtues also, an absolute perfection, to which exercise alone, effort, hard work can
lead. Progress is made little by little: at first small sin, then a few more; finally, if one Ccui get there, everything.
It is in this sense that the Apostle forgets the past and leads towards the future. On his side, St. Cyprien writes: /



2o. cont'd/

writes: "The first and most important thing is not to sin at all, the second is to know your faults: the direction of
entire and immaculate innocence which saves? here, is better than penitence".

On this exclusive privilege of Jesus Christ, the God made man, in reference to the other members of humanity, Origene
brings out for example in his commentary/
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(on St. John, relative to the affirmation of Jesus that he is not at all possessed of the devil. After having written

Cabout the subject of sin Origene asserts that no man amongst us is without taint (Job, 14,4): no-;' one who can be true
on the earth and no one can be free of sin. (Eccle, 7,21). We would be well advised to repeat the assertion of Jesus
the experience is there showing the constant influence of the devil by the acts which he makes us commit.

But perhaps somebody, excusing the patriarchal saints, the holy server, or the admirable profits, or the most powerful
apostles of our Lord Jesus, would try to deny what Jesus told us: We are never under the power of devils. We must
tell them, those who have sinned, of them it m^ust be said: All have sinned and have lost the divine glory (Ro, 3,3)
and the other text already mentioned tend to support this viev/point. It is evident that all scriptures are true:
they cannot then always, nor from the beginning of time, be other than the doctrine of a man considered as the saviour.

A text altered from Leviticus where it is said of the high priest that he has perfect hands, provides again the
occasion of a similar development.

lo whom comes these words? In which mortal can we find perfect hands? It is not neither Aaron who made the golden
ox, an idol; nor Moses, v/ho never glorified God to the waters of the contradiction, a sin which brought about his death.
If you seek to design another saint, you offend the v/ord of the Scripture: No man on earth can live vjithout sin (Eccle.
7,21). Truly Jesus alone has clean hands, which alone have never sinned, that is to say he possesses in their
perfection and in their integrity the works of his hands. It is he who, in trueth, has put on the holy garb, not
those of the body (as worn by the high priest) but those which are truly holy. 1. 1...

Also in connection with mankind it is necessary to take care in believing that the holy word signifies without sin,
as Crigene writes again, relative to a text from the book of Numbers (18,1) where it is said to Aaron and his sons:

"And the Lord said unto Aaron thou and thy sons and thy,father's house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctury
and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood", for it is often found in the Scriptures
a similar language used. It is necessary then to determine hov; certain things are called holy when they are however
connected with sin. It is not truth, therefore as some people think that when one becomes holy one can no longer sin
and that one must be considered as without sin. Only those who think this can consider themselves as being devoted to
God and as having turned their life from vulgar conduct in order to serve the Lord. In this they are holy. But it
can happen that in the service of the Lord one can commit faults, sin and be fallacious. In the same way that a student
doctor or philosopher is not from the start perfect and v/ill make mistakes, it can happen that after making a great
number of errors he can reach perfection and in spite of this he still receives the title of his discipline of doctor
or philosopher. Similary, those who adopt the cult of holiness are called holy, because of their desire as he will
commit many faults, by custom, discipline and diligence, would become his custon and from sin, he V7ill also receive
the title of a non-sinner. I add that, if he has not the holiness relative to the zeal of holiness, if he sins, he
is unaware of repenting and does not knov; where to find the cure of evil. Thos who are not holy die in their sins;
the holy ones repent, feel their wounds, understand their faults, go to the priest, ask for forgiveness, look for
the purification by the intercession of the pontif. From there the recommendation made to the pontif,' : holy is he
V7ho fights his sin thanks to the pontif.

Origine/



22 cont'd/

Origene realising the principle of universality of sin amongst men, admits however the possibility of a convert, of
not falling again into evil. In the second homily on St. Luke, he appears first of all to wish to take the opposite
side of the words spoken above. It is not however a true contradiction. His text is elsewhere interesting to
compare with that of the Council of Thirty fixing the doctrine of the church on this point as the paper Bulle from
Pope Pius IX on the Immaculate Conception has specified the exact meaning of the doctrine on the universality of sin
in connection with the exemption of which the virgin Mary was the object. One takes thus on the extension of dogmatic
progress and all the work of elaboration necessary to bring about the idea difficult enough from the work of Origene
of a formula as follows; If anyone says that/
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Sr'Miit Jean {Oj, i\ {)rcij.")0.s dc rallirjiuiiioii dc Jc.-=i.i< (S, dcji
ciii ii Mosl poiiil po<.scd(5 du demon )n Aprcs avijir t.-Aposc !,>

• I'dle de celui-ci dans reeoiiomic du peche, Origeiie afllnm-
quc mil panrii Ics homines n'est .soiistrait a son empire, parce
(]ue mil nest sans souillma.i plol.), ' i/j, 4): luil (]ui soil jusle,
siir la terrc, ijui fasse le bicn el ne, jjeclie poinl. » (Eccle, 7, :ii).
Aou.s aurioris bean repetcr {)0m; noire conifjte ranirmalion dt^
.lesus, re.vperimcc esl la ipii imanlre rinnuence o/onslanlc dn
demon [lar les acles (p.i'il nous fai! commcMre. ,

Mais peiil-elrc 'pielipi'dn, -j,|-,';|,:xf,an! les saints .patriarehes Ip
scrvilenr feunv, on Ics adiniraMes prophetes on los tres puissLnls.
a[>o.ros de ^nln;-Seipiienr Jdsns, essaicia-l-il dc nous n-fiilcr, conune

• SI ceux-ci poiivaicnt diia de nieincApie Jdsns ; «. Mons ne ,somin.-s
pomt^ sons le poiivoir des demons a. II faui lonr dire : eenx-c-i ont.
pcche, sinon d scrait faux do dire : a Tons onl pechd et sont prives
e a ^doirc divine >; (l\o, 3, 23) et les anires lextes deju mcnfionm's
e^qlleIponl enonccs avoc verite et circonspcction. II cs! evident nn,'

tomes Ics Ecriiurcs soni vnnes : ils n'ont done pn, pd loujours' ni
m-. le eonnneiiceinont, niemc ceux ipii sonl passes a nne "vie. con-

ninc a la \eFm duo ce inof, mais dcs l<-, debut, il n'apparlient nn'a '
1nomme consuldre dans Ic Saiiveur " T ' ' ^ ''

Un t&xte allerc du raevitiipje. on il_ esl (lit In i,n;nubpreiie
qu'il a c( Ics mains parfail.es >0 fournil: encoreToccasimi d'nn
de\'cloppcrnenl simllaire (7) :

• Aqnc! honmic conviennonl cos mots i' En quo! inorlel ponvon^
ncproMvcr uos imnns p;„.fHil« .» Cc ni L,,n, ,|„i aV'ada.lo
Ic dor. line idolo; m Moisc, qni n'a point, elorilie Dion anx
ci'p- ? A ' conlradiclion, peclu) qiii onlrarna sa ntorf. a Si p, cber-
mm qnelqn aulre saint, In to henries a la parole do ITeri:tmo a ^nl bonmio snr la ferre ne fail, lo bien sans in.c\J'(Ecci'
roim f'b hrsmaims parfailos. qui sciil n'a
Idem lid !c?aMn-ro'"' lenr pcrfodion ct, Icur

I-^Ah' Ccsl. In! qui, on viia-ito, a rovetu
ciMix'cpii^^^I'vnhncnrsldnJs m n.ais
ic m'oA!!i;;r'bi!M-"nc'i'd^^ sc ,,,,.... ^.'.inc ..airs p, „],e, ecrit ,encore On,seme (R), a p,-opos

——— ^ ^ ^ *_ •

(ij) In loh., t. 20 n pc i' r-- - •
eR-aieinont TenulliVn.' hr anh^m 373-377., Voir

.pnen ; dc Orotione, 13 ^2- — n'e nncm /t 1*^: — saint Cy-
c. 7, dObuf,. • elccmosums, 3; - Didascalie.'

(7) In Lev., 21, 10- h vjo- 1.)' -.>0 • s
ararn..'.ii<in unaloa,;',; tiiiS a,, ri' • "•rS',,?!'' 'c".3-i.W. VoU' uiicIHMCI C,o;,r Icl vaMCemdi, a".''"'"'''" ' *Q"! a M.

h. 10, PC, W, 636.C33; Va.'Baehrcns, GS.71, ,

.T.,\ DOCvi rn.M-, SI 1; i,..\ ei:M 1 i:,m:i; ,\i m sir.ci.a;

d'nn h.'.vlc ilcs Noinbres (tS, 1) oh il esi, tlil, a Aaron ei a scs-fi!,- ;
II Voiis prondri'Z snr von.s les peeln's do.s sainis a, cai" cn beaneoup
d'ondroils des land!,tires, paroil ]anqa,qe est employe... II fan! done
elu'iadier eornnienl. cerlains .son! apjieles saints dont on nqipoi'le. ec-
peiidanl (hrs peidics. [| ii'esl jris \rai, ainsi rjut' le pensenf eerlaim, 1
quo dcs ([lie Eon devicid saint, on ne, pent- plus peebcr el quo Eon ;•
i[rri\e (dire' considi'.ic eoninn,- sans [)(';clu'. flar alors ITandin re parle.rail ;
.iiilrenienl. Oidqenc cnTe. ici niic vinglaine de Icx'tcs dc EAm.nen d
du Nonveau Testament, presenlanf, celtt,; aiilini.nnic. « 11 seraif long
el. Iiors, d(j propos, conf,inne-(-il, d'ajcn.iter d'aiilres (emoignaees,
pour monlrcr qiie cenx qiii sonl a[q)el(;s saints, ne doiveni [las pour
eela etrc (."onsidinx's cciinim; sans jadcluis. Senls poimhil le pmiser eenx
(jiii se soul voiics a Dion el on! (hTonrm' lenr vie de la eondnile vnl-
yaire jnuir servir Tc Seigneur ». En ccci ils sonl sainis. « M;d^ jj
peul arrivoi' qn'cn cc service dc Dion, (pielcfuTin no, sc compcndanf
|.a,<. en loiil (.•omrnc il faut, [leidie en (padqin.! ciiose el soil faidif ».
\insi Eiipiirenii nit'decin on pbilosn|(]ie. n'esi poinl d'aliord [lai fail

el^ so tronipe, lEarrivip-a nnnne, ,s'il y arrive, qn'a Iravers hcaiieonp
d (n'ren.rs a la pcrfi.^clioii, el pinirtani des (jiEil s'adoniie a (,•(•.< disin-
plines, il reqoil lo lilre do iVK-decin on do pbilo-oplio. a ]do nieinc
.ndiii (|iii 's'arlonne an eiille do la sainlete cst ap.pej,- .«^ainl. a ran,=-r
i!i-"s;'̂ rcsolnHon. Comnie il dcvra (.;ommelire aiissi biaini-onp ile fail
les. jiisijiia'ce quty par Ebabiliidc: la discifdine el la diligence, soil
aiTaejiee de Ini I'liabilude du fx'cbe, i! reccvia anssj le. lilrel de
peebeiir. Jyi jontc qiie. s il n'a [las le siiinf, propns of le /hie di^ l>
sainleb', s'il p.Vdie, il ignore le repentdr et no sait oh fronver le
reinidde dn nial. Ccux qui ne sonl point srimf.s menrent dans lours
pccbes: les .saints s'en repcntent, scntcnf lenrs ble.ssnres c-onit.ren-
nenl D.iirs eln.ife.s, reebcrcberil le piviro, demandent la ,sanf('. (dieb-
'dienl^ la pnnflcalion par Einlerni('diaire du pontife. De la la reconi-
."landalion fade an ponlife; .sain! csj ,-01111 .pu rrii.'ii! son pi'd,.' -raee -
.'ui fionlifo ». " : , . ' • • I .

Si fermc qn'il .soil snr ce princiiic de I'miixeisalilc dn pcche.
p.'irmi les bonnrHys, Origene adrncl cepenJanl la possibilite.
mu^ fois converti, d(- nc plu.s relomber dans Ic mal. Dans la
-seconde Iiomelie snr saint Luc, il parail d'abord vouluir pren-
drc le conlrcpi(^d dc la demonslraliori raj.pck'e ci-dcs.sus. ]] „'y
n pas ccpcndanl contradiction reellc. Son t<,vxte c.M, d\'iilleurV'
mli'rc.ssanl a comparer avcc cclui du Concile de Tronic rixanl
la doctrine cle J'Eglise sur cc point, tout commc la Bullc dc

JO IX' sur ETmmaculcc-Conccption a precise la porbk cxaclc '
'!<• la, docfrinc sur ITmivcrsalite du pccbc en rappelant
l^ixcnqdion derail donl M^ a (<te Eobjel. On saisil ainsi sur

le progrks dogmatiquc el lout Ic travail d'elaboralion
mces,saire pour aboulir de Eidec assez confuse d'Origcne a unc
orrnulc aussi nuancee que celle-ci : Si quelqu'un dit que
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1i'loinmo, iiiic. f(>i> ji.i.^!i.lic, no. jn'ul plus jjucluM" ni pci(ii(.'. ];t
ot })ar suilo'.quc cclui pui h.uiibe c! pi'-rlu; n a januii.s «'!<>

vrainicut. iuslilie o.ii an (•milrairt; <ju il paul, (liuaiiL U>ul(? ija
vie, cviier lou> pcclies, luoine \cuicls, saiif, eii aciIu cJ iiu [ui-
vilegc special de Dieu, cununc I'ligUse le p'rorcssi;, [loiir la l>ioii-
licureuse' N'icrgc, qu'il soil, anallieuie » n'rid., S(.'ssioa \ I,
can.. a3). . v . . ; • - •

Crux, dil Oiigeiii.', qui vculrii! lU'elcxIeT ({uolfpie excuse pour leurs
pi;(dit;-.s, esiiuiciil (mk^ peiscwuie n't si .sans [(cclie et utilisf.'ii! Ic, li'.iiicd-
P'iia^u.! du 1i\ Ti." (it.' .I'll.I '( Nil! II t.'sj a I alu'idt^ la souirii.irc, jias uieiiie
si .sa vie ferreslre, ii'a diirc (|ii'im jour a (.loli, i/i, a), lis rapp(ji'leii[,
lc.s iiKjIs iiiais en iaiioreiil coiuplelfjineiil. le .sens. Nous leur repoii-
di'oiis hrii vcincul. Idre san.s piN'lie a deux siguiriealions dans I'Ecii-
hire ; ou n'a-v(.iir jaiuais [v'l'he c'lu a\(iir; ccssc. de peclicr. Si Poii
Ar'iii. dirt.; i.jia; qiiclijuuii ii'a jauiais [ujCiic,' nous sojuuie.s d'aCcord
qu'i! u'y a [lersfuiui; srir.K [i!.V-]u' (larce' 'p-a.' Uuis no'us avons ipu.'lqiie
jour peeiHj, liieu qu easuilc nous axaju.s cndivassc la xaerlu. Mais si
I'oii \-eut par la iiicr que prir.sonne, a[.irf;.s avoir renonc6 aux vices
pour la A'ortu, puis-se iie [dus pcclicr. celtc opiniou o.sl fausso. II {leui
.se fairc que celui (jui avail d'abord .[)cch(!' el nit ccsse de p(j.clicr .soil
dil elre sans |.i(';eli(j. C'c.sf ain.si que Nolre-Scigneui' .Icsus-Cb.risl .s'(.\s[
preuare uno Enlisc cilorlcasc, sans lacJie, non (pjc Ic chrid.ieu r.';dl
jamai.s ,eu de iaelie, inais parcc qii'il n'e.st plu.?' ff.a,u11c. Sanx ride,
non ([u'i! n'.ail j.'ariai.s ei; la ride-.du vied lu.inunc, rnais parco (ju'ii a
ccssd do Tavoir (q). - - . ' • • ' ,

Geporidaul, qiiel rp.ic .-oil lo dogrc do sainbdo au(.jnel on cst
avri\"e, il i'aul voillor, car uno clu.de csL loujours nu.S5iblc et ris
que dc fairo loid jtcrdrc ; « Pour Ic passC, dit Cbenicui (lo),
c*c.sl Dicu qui accorde la rijiuission dc.s pc'olue.s; pour ravenir.
chacun doll vcillcr sur lui-nHUue. Cekii lueme qui a acconqdi
de graiido.s clio.-^cs dui'anl sa vie, s'il yiont a la fin a se lais.ser
allcr ail lu.al, tons se.s Iravaux aritijrim.irs liii dcvieniicnt inu-

t,dc.s : a la fin de Ja piece., il .s'esl trouve hors de combat )>.
.Menie pen.sec chez Or!gene : •• •

11 arriv(^ .souyenf. ([ue ffiielqu'un, aclKuae au l<ahcur .splritucl, gagnc
beaucaqt et reiiqiiil res graiiLros d<;s iuoi.ssou.s de la justice, entasse
beaucouj) de b'Onnes (i-uvros dans la eliandx'o secnlie dc sa couscicuia'..
Mais si) vieiil a st.- relaclier, el (.tos-saiitdo Iravailler, s'adonne aux

(0) In Taic, h. 2. 1; PG. n, 1S0.>G. '
(10) Qiiis dives, -iO; PG. 9, C-iS .-VB; 6d. Staehlin. 18G.

L.\ uooriOM: soil [M:xrn'N('a-; .at; no so-.or.r, rvi

tdaisiis el a la di.s." '̂.du!iiiu, tmde.s res seiucnce,-, de bieii.-, Ions (;(."s
fruils dc I'o'uvre s.aiute, sous rciiipu c de la [lassii.Tu, se (••orroirquuTl.
Ouaiid le. pcclie s'est inslalle el a rediiil eu (^sclavage. les seiis ib-
i'iiouuiie, ipii ue tieul plus ronipfe ib's eouiruaudeuicnls do Dieu. et
lie rrravit plus voloiitiers le cluaniu ardu de la Nc.riu, alms peril loul
ee qui avail f'b; aiiparavant. accumult; diUis le goudcr de la eonsoieiir.e..
11 nous faul (Imio ob.scrver I'averlis.scrneril do la sainb^ Perilure :
<"( Garde soi;,mcuscmcul Ion eeeur » (Prov., /|. o.t). II faul paol-T
sondV.eiir'do lout "peolie, surlout en ce leiups de pei'.sGailion on fiou
e.sf plus cxjiosc. Pi Don vicnt a apostasicr, o.n uu din d'ccil, on e.d
priv(2 dc tonics sirs ridie.s.se?,.on est a see; le fruit du travail, si ]T6ni-
iilerncnt anias.se et si longlemps, esf di-s:pe (ui enlior. D'ou la lu'oe-i.-
silc de la prieic, pour (|iu.' Dieu di'lourne, ee lualbeur, [TOiir qu il
dnnne Ic courage d'affronter le lTapl(*-nu^ de sancu qui nou.s reud
encore pins purs que eclui de ficau. liienlieurcux qui lo rcc/oit, il u'a
plus ricn fi crairidre du piM.dH' ! (ii). . • .

En conscffucncc, il fan! distingucr dan? I'EgUso doux calc-
goriors dc fiddo.s ; Tc? fervent? (.d Ic? pi^rliour.s qni on( lio.soin do
p(^nitcn(.:C, A en croirc Origcno., cen.x-ci ?nnl Ic grand noinbi'C.
Exallanl.le baplcmc dc sang, jiar rapport au baplcin(> d'can,
il s'inspirc jusfcincnl de ccnc con.sidiu-ation li'D : « Jo mc
dcrnandc, dil-il, .si cc Iiaptcinc (dii sapo) n'csl p.a.? snp-dicur
au bajilcinc par I'eau ? Cclui-ci rocu, bicn rcdnit csl. lo nondirc
do (^cux (pii soul asspz Ik.'UI'cux pour aAoair ])u Ic conscrvcr ?an>
lache jusqn'a la fin dc Iciu' vie, mai.s ccbii qni rc()oii Ic brqi-
Icmc do sang no pout plus pcclKTr. S'il iiNjst iia? tenu'raire
d'l'moilrc un .ayi.s en cc? niatierc?, nou? [X'.uvon? dire (pic, jiar
lo baplenic d'can. Ic.s ncclu'.s pa??('s ?mil iiurifir^?, I'anlrc andin-
til ruemc le? pc'cln's fiiliirs. la Ic? laa'l'c? soul, icinis. ici i1? soul

oxclu?. Si Oioii rn'aocrirdait d'.cire lava' dan? luon pn.ipre sniu;.
dc. rocovbir ](> second baidcmc, cm ?iibi.s?anl la rnort pour Ic
Cliri?t,.]e. fiuil.lcrais co nmudc cn loiilc sa'cnriti' Cmnincnlanl
aillcni'? (i3) le toxic do .To?ui: ?ur ];i division des canx. dn Jour-
dain dont, unc p:irtio descend vcr? ,1a nicr salcc. il v voit rimao-,-
dc la divcrslb' spiril.ucllc do? incinbrc? dc EEglisc. :

Ge n'cst pa." .sans une raison myst.bacuse qu'une partie des eaux,
du .Tonrdain s'immerge dans raniorluine (le la mer, tavidis (pie
1aulrc reste dnucc. Si tons los hapiises, lecc.vanl la dnueeur de la

ov li!'-"^2, 079 D-9S2 B: t^fl. Baehrens, r>OG>.OSi.'12.1 Ihi.ri., 9S{ C et 507.: , •
(13) In losiie, Z, 16, h. 4, 2; PG. 12, 8-U BC: (id. Baelirens, 310.
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mankind, once justified, cannot sin nor lose grace and after that fall and sin has never been truly justified or
on the contrary that he can throughout his life avoid all sin, even venial sin, except, in virtue of a special
privilege of God as the church professes for the immaculataiess of the Virgin .

Those, said Origene, who wish to put forward a certain excuse for their sins, deem that no one is without sin and
use the words from the book of Job: Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean, not one. (Job,14,4). They
connect the words but are completely unaware of the meaning. We shall reply to them briefly. To be without sin
has two meanings in the Scripture : one never to have sinned or to have stopped sinning. If the one wishes to
say that someone has never sinned, we must agree that there is no one without sin because we have all at some time
sinned, then later have adopted virtue. But if one v/ishes in this manner to deny that anyone after having
renounced vice for virtue can stop sinning, this opinion is false. It can be that one who had first of all sinned
and had stopped sinning could be without sin. It is thus that our Lord Jesus Christ prepared for himself a glorious
church without taint, not that the Christian is ever untainted but because he is no longer wicked. Without ripple,
not that he had ever had the ripple of the old man, but because he had stopped having it.

However, no matter who degree of holiness that one has reached, it is necessary to be on guard for a fall is always
possible and there exists the hazard of losing everything: Clement said, for the past it is God who accords the
remission of sin;for the future each one must watch out for himself. He alone who has achieved great things v/ithin
his lifetime, if he bends by allowing himself to go bad, all his earlier works are in vain: at the end of time he
has lost the fight. The same thought is found in Origene:

It often happens that someone devoted to spiritual labour, gains much and fills his barns with the harvest of justice,
and fills up with good work the secret room of his conscience. But he should chance to relax and ceasing to work,
to devote himself to pleasures and dissolution, all these good seeds, all these fruits of holy work, hxe the empire
of passion, xkk are corrupted. When sin is installed and reduced into slavery the meaning of m.an who no longer
obeys the commandment of God and no longer freely travels the road of virtue, then impels all that had formerly
been accumulated in tie granary of the conscience. V7e must therefore observe the instruction from, the holy Scripture:
Guard carefully your heart. It is necessary to guard ones heart from all sin, above all in this time of persecution
where one is most exposed. If one should chance to fall in the winking of an eye, one loses all his riches,
one is lost: the fruit of v7ork, so carefully amassed during a long time, is completely wasted. From whence the
necessity to pray that God will turn this misfortune, that he will give courage to affront the baptism of blood, from,
which makes us more pure than baptism of v/ater. Happy indeed is he v/ho has no longer to fear sin.

As a consequence, it is necessary to distinguish in the church tv/o categories of faith: the divertees and the sinners
who have need of penitence. According to Origene, these are great in number. Exalting the baptism of blood as
opposed to the baptism by water, he is truly inspired of this consideration. *' I vjonder he says, if this baptism
of blood is not superior to the baptism by v/ater? Thos who receive will reduce the number of those who are happy
enough to have been able to preserve without taint to the end of their life, but those who receive the baptism of
blood can no longer sin. If it is not rash to put foin-vard a word of advice on this matter, we could say that by
the baptism of water the past sins are purified, the other rem.oves even the future sins. There the sins are remitted,
here/
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here they are excluded. If God allows me to be washed in my own blood to receive the second baptism, in subordinating
death for Christ, I leave this world in all safety. " Commenting elsewhere the text of Joshua on the division of
the waters of the Jordan of which a part descended towards the soiled sea, he sees there the image of the spiritual
diversity of members of the church:

It is not without a mysterious reason that the part of the waters of the Jordan enter into the foulness of the sea,
so that the remainder remain pure. If all who are baptised receive the purity of the/
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co!e-tc., I.i, (:<.in-er\nie'iil cl qiie mil no .sc-clinripenl uii nnieelmnc;
; jn'olic. i! no scenil poini I'cril. qn'uno pnelie du ilcnve, fui

hoc. 'Jnns Ifs ^.n.nirfees do. In nice salce. Aussi cos p;irolo.s , rm;
vSOiit-(:!]es iiidique.e la divorsil.o des l)n|)liscs : iK)U'= voyons, en
— cl re n'o.-t pns sans dnule.nr qnc jc Ic rappclh.-, neiiver

III fpn^ eon.\ ipii nliiicnncnl. sain!, bnplcrrio, (piaiid ils s'adnn-
dc nonvonii nn.'̂ nfraieos du .^ioclc, cl nux sddiiclions do.=; pa.s-
qimnd ils bni\i;nt. la coupe' .=:nlcc do rnvaricc, .«o fixon! dans

jini'iie dt;.~ cnu.x' qiii conic xers la mcr cl ineurt dans le.s lli
innis ccllc i[iii pei'sdxaaro sans clianpcnicnf el conserve sa d(

desipnc cenx ipti eonsorvonl le don dn Dicvi sans dofaillaneo.

Ce molaiipc, Ic [lapc Caiii.slc Ic voyail, nnnoiicc dans iin cer
tain iionilirc (!e. fcxiies scri|dnraii'C.s nulaninicni dans'la
parabole ole Tlx rale ciois.sanl a\ec lo bon prain cl qu'il jie .f.allail
point arraclici" avani Ic icinps do la moisson. 11 Jc Ii'(.ni\ail
Cfrale-nienl Hpniec jiar la Aai'icle des aniinaux qnc rcnferniail
I'aichc. iinagc, dp, I'Eplisc : il y avail des cbicns, (Ics lon|)s. (les
corbcanv, Ioij.< Ic.s aninianv purs ct inipnrs; ainsi devail-il en
ctrc. dans ] Lplise.. 'rci'inllien scnibic avoir poulc nicdiocvcjni.'nl
celte c.vcpesc a laf|ne]le i! fail idbision nne fois, on des Icnnes
jnaiajnanl sa di'fianc.c ; « Tl fandra voir, dit.-i] fiTx). si, scion la

fignrc d(,' rnrcbe.. il y a dans rEglise lo corbcau, Ic liiilaii, Ic
loup, Ic cbicii cl lo, sorpcnticcrfainorncid. il n'y a pas lo ivfio
dc ] idolairo. Aucnn animal (pii lo fiLMirc. Cc. (jiii n'claif point
dans 1ai'cbo no don jioinl otic dans FEglisc ». C'csl quo, ponr
Ini, ] arcbo iny'̂ Ic la rigiiie dii ri^glisc. cn tant. quc.' T'cfupo dc
saint riGV Origcno, an conirairc, la dcvclopjic coniplalsain-
inmif. dans sa don.xioiiio bomclio sur la Gcncso fij), mais sans
a|)pnyf!r dirccir'UKm! snr la prdscm.'c dcs pcfdicni'S dans rPirlise;
il > voi! |)]ulol Ic.s degrcs diflcrcnts dix fcrvcnr (.'niro ndclo.s,
sx inl,u)]i.-.(.'.> (bins les diflcrenis olagcs c.t l<is c'cllnlcs ((irils con-

Wcndlaml. 2:iO 1 2 sci(l;,; Dr iilniohilna. fin. . - i. ~ .tm.
(10) rel;i ressoO de I'nufre (exic oii il dif ; Cnrrii no.sf.rnc cnico'ctdi

' I/'idclictn. colmnba Saneti Sidritus ndvolat, pacem)ri admrcns. einissa de cnclis uhi Keclesia. esl aee.a nffurata l> (Tr
haitf.fiii.o h). Dans cede accention, cla.ssioiif; an n® et ni® si^clc la

lien o, 1 Im Ci ion conlenmorain Flrrni-
Vy? Jc"- , ' suitom ^vmbole dcx l'uni-('; de IT.clisc(17) In Gcvr^nn, h, 3; PG'. 12, 108 BC; eel. Rachrcns, 30-31. ,•

lieimoiit : monlrcr {|uc, dans TPgliso, bion (juo ions
^...jont ro.nfcrinos dans nnc nnbnc foi Ci piirilic.- par nn scni
jva'donic, -loirs no.. |in>grcssonl pas -.dgalonicnl. inais o.liaciin
a -^on lanir. <' Ccn.\ (pii vivcnt d aprcs la science ra'ionncllo ct
son! apl.es nmi smdeincnl a se condniro cn.\''ineinc> m.iis .t
eiisoigncr aussi^ lo.s ant res, ('lanl pen nombrcn.x', son!, fignrcs
par \'' pct.it riombrc do cou.v: (pii soni sanvos avec Ni.io ol Ini son!
(dioitenionl apiiarontcs. Ainsi Ic vrni Noc, No!rc-Soigmmr Jcsns-
("Ihrisl a pen do proclics. iicn dc (lls c( dc parents participant do
son Vcrbc cl porn ant conlamir sa sagcsso. Cc soul ccnx ipii
occupcnl Ic [dus liant dcgia'- cl K' si^uimci.dc 1arcbc. l.cs ani-
inaiix. Ics circs sans vaison (.iccnpcnl Ics jilaci.'s inlcrioiircs; ;!
s'agil snrtoni de ccnx di.mt la cniollc sanxogeric n a point etc
aniollic lucrnc ]>ar la; deinceiir, di.; ia li^i. I.bi pen avi-dfissns
d'cnx sent ccnx qni, nvcc. nnc raison pcii dcvclo])[)co; cmiscr-
vcnt bcaucoLip.dc sinqdicilc o! d'innoccnco ».

Origcnc a rccours Ini aussi a la parabole dc I'ivraic pom
dqu'.in.drc I'clat dc rpglisc,' on pccbours cl. Ajnstcs son! mob.-s
on encore .a ccllc dn filcl rccncillanl bons cl manvais iioissnii"..
on a cello dc I'airc, snr bupicllc la paillo c.sl voisiiie du
grairi (i8). A pdusicnrs rc|)i'i$cs, il signalc la presence dcs'pi>
cbenvs dans I'lsglisc; il va mcinc jn.squ'.A ('crirc^ ; (t T.es T'lgliscs
son! jdeines d(x ]>('cbenrs (19) •». 11 y distingue, ainsi ijuc pavmi
Ics pccbcrcsscs piddiqncs, des pc'clicnrs lionieii.x", cpii font le
mal pour ainsi dire a rcgrol ct com me cn se. caebaiit. c! dos po-
(dicnrs impndcnls, ne craignanl point de sbifdcbcr c.t do braver
nin'ertciucnt ('vcqnes, prclres ct diacrc.^ e.l lonfe la coinnninanto
cbr(5t,iennc fan). II en voi! Tirnagc? dans cos Galaaonile.s "qni
p.nrcnt ccbnppcr an ninssacrc,^gracc a le.nr di^guisemcni,'ct cc?
.Tcbnsc^ens qni continuercnt 5 i'(2sidcr an milieu dcs TTobrcnx.
Cos allnsions nous onvrcnl iin ,jour curlcux snr rintericnr des
c('.nvin-mnantes clir^tiennes. ;. ' •

11 y a dons I'Eglise dcs croyon!-; qiii on!, la foi c.n Dicu ct acccp-
fonl tou.s .scs prf^ccpfc.-^, qui son! plains do rcspcel a I'cgard dcs scr-
vileiirs dc Dion ct dt^sircnl Ic.s aider, lout d('von..'s a I'honneur of an

(18) Tvraic. voir note 22: fllct, airc ; In Eze.ch... li. 1, 11; PG 13, 677 \C.\
c(l. Baohren;?. 331-33.a.

: iTicrcm.. h. 15. 3: PG. 13. 432 C: 6d. Klostennann, 127. 1 32.
(20) /n Ezech., h. 8. 1; PG, 13. 720 BC: ^cl. Baehrcns, 401-402.



26.

grace of heaven, maintaining that nothing can change the bitterness of sin, he did not write that one part of the
river was absorbed into the abyss of the soiled sea. Also these words seem to indicate the diversity of the baptised,
we see, in effect, - and it is not without sadness that I recall this,-how it often happens that those who obtain
the holy baptism, when they give themselves up again to the affairs of the century and to the seductions of passion
when they drink from the fouled cup of avarice, fix themselves in that part of the waters which flow towards the
sea and die in the dirty waves, but those who persevere vjithout change and return their piety are those which
preserve the gift of God without infidelity.

This mixture, the Calliste pope saw announced in a certain number of scriptural texts, notably in the parable of
the v/eeds mixed with the good grain and v/hich did not reach fruitition before the time of the harvest. He finds it
equally figured by the variety of animals which lick up the pimagee of the church; they are the dogs, the wolves,
the crows, all animals pure and impure; thus must he be within the church. Tertullian seems to have had little
taste for this idea to which he only refers once in terms of defiance: It is necessary to see, he says, if according
to the figure of the ark^-, there is in the church the crow, the vulture, the v/olf, the dog and the snake; certainly
there is not a type of idolatry. No animal shows this. That v/hich was never in the ark can at all be in the church'.'
For him, the arc remains the figure of the church, wherein v/e find salvation. Origene on the contrary clearly develops
in his secona homily on the book of genesis, but v/ithout leaning directly on the presence of sinners in the church
puts forward rather the different degrees of fervour amongst the faithful, symbolised in the different stages and
cells which they contain; it is to show that in the church, enclosed in a single faith and purified by a single
baptism, no one goes fo2n,vard equally, but each one in his own m.anner. Those who live under the dictation of rational
science and without ability not only to conduct themselves but to educate also others being pure in number are
figured by the small number of those viho are saved with Noah and to whom are closely attained. Thus the true Noah
our Lord Jasus Christ, has little 7 ' little of children and of relations participating on his verb and
being able to accept his wisdom. These are those who occupy the highest degree and the summit of the ark. The
animals the beings without reason, occupy inferior places; they are concerned above all with those v7hose cruel
savageness has not at all been softened by the gentleness of the faith. A little above them are those who with
a reason but little developed, retain V7ell the simplicity and the innocence.

Origene referred himself also to the parable of the tares to depict the state of the church where sinners and non-
sinners are mixed or again to that of the net drawing in good and bad fish or to that of the air upon which the
straw is carried along with the grain. In several references, he signals the presence of the sinners in the
church; he goes even so far as to V7rite: The churches are full of sinners.- He distinguishes there thus that amongst
the public sinners the wicked sinners who make evil in camera and the impudent sinners not fearing at all to be shown
in open rebellion against the bishops and the priests and all the Christian community. He sees therein amongst
the Gabaonites who were able to escape from masacre thanks to their disguise and these Jebusites who continued to
remain amongst the hebrews. These allusions open for us a curious insight into the interbr of the Christian
communities.

There is in the church of the believers who hold the faith in God and accept all his precepts, who are full of respect
in connection with the servants of God and desire to help them, entirely devoted to the honour and to/
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the well-being of the church, but for their acts and their own conduct, plunged into obscenity and vice, do not
deprive at all the old man and his faults, plunged into their former vices and their obscenitiesas the Gabaonites
covered by their rags and with their old shoes, except for their faith in God and their devotion to the Church
and to its servitors, they gave no evidence of any change or renewment in their customs. It is the same in the
Gospel, the tares are mixed with the good seed, even the same here, at Jerusalem, that is to say in the church,
there are the Jebusites, those who lean towards a life without glory and degenerated, who, for the faith, the
acts and all conduct against the faith. It is not possible that the church be completely purified on earth to the
point where there is no sin, no impiety, but that all be holy and without taint of sin. One can apply that this
is spoken of, of the tares to those who are the doubtful or hidden sinners for we do not declaim the openly and
evident sinners can be expelled from the church. Let us look for those whom we can, whose sinns are overt but
if the sin is not evident, we can expell no one, lest in removing the tares, we remove at the same tim.e the good seed.

Although he fails to refer to the translation of the Periarchon by Rufin, Origene will have to admit on this
subject, a sort of revival of the earlier sins, provoked by the lapses after the baptism. Pointing out how these
are severely punished by God, he shov/s in the later time our thanks to certain^conversions a particular effect
of the divine mercy, having the end of avoiding for neophytes in too much of a hurry and still badly asserted
of falling back again into the faults for which they have already been forgiven. Following their rapid conversion
and healing, that is to say their prompt remission of their sins, they will easily return to the same evil from
which they were so easily cured. When this occurs, it is v/ithout doubt that the punishment is doubled and that
one adds all these ills; thus not only the debt of sins which have appeared to have been forgiven is reclaimed,
but the time even of virtue is sullied; fraudulent and contaminated souls are fouled where they are full of a hidden
malice. What remedy can be found for those having thus abandoned the evil and sorded fruits of wickedness to taste
the joys of virtue and to fill the mouth with its love and then return to the poisoned and mortal food of iniquity?
The greek text, if it expresses an analogous meaning, does not however have a precise passage on the return to life;
it is content to express the idea that others converted late v/ill thus more easily be on guard against lapses and
will not risk in returning to the same sins outraging the dignity of spiritual well-being to which they have been
called and to revert to a situation worse than before. One can always wonder v/here is the true thought of Origene,
for a passage of his commentary on Joshua seems well to expose an analogous idea relevant to the text : Today Trhave
been the opprobrium of the sons of Israel. This opprobrium is that of sins passed, washed away by baptism, establishing
in us the good conscience provided that there is no more sin. But if you sin again, again the old opprobrium will
be renewed within you with the aggravation which brings with it by connection with the simple abuse of the law of
Moses, the fact of falling or tripping the feet of the Son of God and of making profane the blood of the Testament.
Fornication in the New Testament, is coupled always as a sacrilege, since it violates the temple of God. One can
at the same time wonder if Origene did not simply wish to signify here that the shame of the early sins is renevjed
and aggravated by the new sins without which it would be directly a question of revival as in the text of Rufin.

Whatever the case may be, Origene takes advantage of this occasion to recall the necessity of the fight : See what
progress you have made : from a small man you have become the temple of God..., you are flesh and blood, you have
become a member of Christ. But if this progress is considerable, defection v/ill be terrible and failure irremediable.
This temple of God, one cannot use it for profane purposes. For calls of passion, it is necessary to reply: I
no longer belong, I have been bought by the price of the blood of Christ, I am one of his members; to sin by impurity/
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would be to profane simultaneously this temple of God which is my body and this other greater temple, the more
extensive body of which I am a part and which is the church.

Nature and Causes of Sin.

Cn the nature of sin itself, one can only just find a fev; isolated remarks. It is thus that with reference to the
verse from St. Jean (1,3) "VJithout him nothing is done. Origene explains hov; the sin does not become a part of
those things created by the verb; it is that it is not a positive reality, it is a negation of being, since the
being is tied up with the good. Clement of Alexandria and he most particularly sets himself out to highlight the
free and voluntarily character of the act of sinning. It is there that are justified the punishments inflicted
by God for the violation of his precepts. This provides for Clement the occasion to pronounce following the Chrysippe
of Aristotle, the disti notions to make between our acts following their degree are more or less stamped with
willingness and to establish the proper meaning to each of the expressions denoting the sin accomplished, according
to whether it is voluntary or not. Defining the connections between inclination and passion which is an excess
taken by inclination beyond the limits of reason, or a revolt against reason, he notes that: failure, excess,
insubordination depend upon us, as obedience and, as such,is voluntary, and are the object of a judgement which the
involuntary act escapes, in that it is due to ignorance or to the necessity. Only that which comes from freedom of
choice is subject to judgement, that it concerns external acts or thoughts and desires, visible only to the divine eye
Thus failure, mischance and injustice:are opposed: the first providing ignorance or impotence: one falls in a ditch,
because one has not seen it or has not had the strength to avoid it. It depends however on us to avoid it by taking
care to inform ourselves and to submit to the precepts; if v/e do not do this, to abandon ourselves to the empire
of passion, we commit the sin or rather the injustice towards our own soul. The misfortune is contrary to the
reason and like the failure it is not at all voluntary in not seeking to strike an adversary, I kill a friend.
Thus, whilst by the first, one fails oneself involuntarily, by the second one involuntarily fails the next. In the
injustice is completely voluntary and identified with malice. The Scripture makes the distinction of these different
sorts of sin which for us are all remitted by the action of Christ. It opposes notably, v/ith Si. Jean, the sin
ad mortem to that which is not so. One can with Barnabus, allegorically discover these figured in the list of
impure animals where, with various authors, in the triple category of sinners listed at the beginning of the first
psalm. Thus the Kerygma Petri.

We know how much Origene has insisted upon the character of liberty which is essential to human action./ He devotes
to this subject a considerable chapter of Periarchon, reviewing the various scriptural texts, which at first sight,
seem to him opposed and appear to assert an action of God essentially voluntary. Elsewhere, he returns several times
to the problem of the divine prescience to show that it is not the cause of sin and leaves intact our free choice..
To him also is the arguraent in leaving reproach and chastisement to which one has recourse in regard to delinquents
to affirm that there are those things which depend on us and for which we are fully responsible. These realities,
God has shown from all eternity and it is not his predestination which has rendered them necessary, that they enter
as everything else into the providential plan. But God wishes us in the uncertainty of this subject not to hinder
our liberty and to give us all his strength in the battle against sin.

The Scripture provides Origene on several other occasions/
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(Ir ukUI'.c cii jolici" divoi'S a?pccis du jxcclic, sur Icsqmdi il ii]-
sislc plus f>ii iiioin.s, au yrc da luoinent.. Action iclidc (G;,
.S(jl.libC, <jiic nul hoiiiinn dans son hon sens nc voudrait com-.
MU'llrc, bicn quc souls los.olros dovio.s do I'tiison puissoiil po-
clicr (7), la i'autc nicl i'atne dans unc sorto d ivrcssc, on la.
nat.nro, liuiiiaino sc niocoiinidl cllc-mernc (S). Los peclu.'.s sonl
j)<.)iir cllo aid,anl, do lions qui rejnbarrassent el la goneni (q),
aalanl (rinHrmili:s ol dc maladies qui la ddbiliteni (in), la
glacont, a•bimagt.'. du serpent (iij, la vieillissont (i?..) cl la
lednisenl. a rdlat do rnort. Yivre dans Ic pccbe, e'esl. ainsi
maintcnir raiiii; en ctat do inort,'(i3). .C'cst quo- Ic po.cbe,
injnri- I'ailo a Dion (i/j) pri\'o I'ame do son ainour (ru), la
plctjigc dan.s los lonobi'crs, en dloignaiit d die 1 bsprit-Sanit o|
elo\(; onlro olio et Dion unc suite (If; niur epais ou de nuago
iiiilicm'trablo (iG), romp!, notre societe avec la Trinitd saint.<;
et las biculi<;uj-eu\ (17), dfitruit le icmplc dc Dicii ou rcsidail -le
Chris! (!<S), prf)^'uquanl ainsi Ics maledictions ct les cbatimculs
du S(;ignour (19). . ' .• ' ^

(a) In Ccii., h. 11, 1; {""G, 12, 221-2; cel. Baelircus, 102. 1. 1)-15 ; Pqcc.a-
uuii iT-s t.'Si fin;iOoMiquc pcccatores porcis coinpaiamtur '.jai ia
pcccaii.s vf'hit in .sicrcom foctido voIuUuaui'. I,;'i c.onipnrni.son esi, plus
(icvi'loi^pci; (l:i.iis ill /'.s. :-;7. ,ti, 1, -i, Ff,!. 12, 1377 AC. ' "
. (7) ihid.,. M. -'i lia, 1377 C : Hccic auicm hie pieecaiuiu iasiiaciitiaiii

iioniinuvii,. Neaui isiiiii sapiens id aliquando comrnittit..In Jn, t. 1,
-12, I-",!, !•>, h7 i'i; (•'(.!, Prenselieii, n. 37, p. 47. • . '

in) J>; Lroit., ti. 7 I; I'G, 12, 470 CD; M. Baeiirens, 372. II lai fait I'ap-
plhaitiop. au>; fiivoisc.s jta.ssions : colOi'i:, cupiuire, avarice, lu.xiue. euvie ;
" Fa.jiUiArai i ja.o! pnssuiu qi.ia.nLa siUit ([uac infeliceni UTuiuan") vitio
ehi'ii.-UUis ahiciaiil. ' ,.

(0) l:i I^s. .2. 3; PG. 12, 1107 AB; 11a, S, ihid.. 1577 D; In MaU.., t. 13, 31
• I'G, !:.t. 11SO A.

(PP in. i'p. ad Horn.. 1. 2, G. P'G, 14. SS4 C; In ExocUun, li. 7, 2,
PG, 12, 313 AB, i.Mi. Pai.'hrens^ 207. Cf. in ML t. 10, 24, PC., 13. 900-901 ou
il ex|i!i([ue cn detail coninicni. Ics pfichOs sent des maladies.
•(11) In /'s. 27 f-, PG. 17. 110-7.

(12! hi hz. 11. 13, 2; PG, 13. 7G2 C, ed. Baolnc.ns, 447.—- In.Lev., li. 12, 3,
I'D. 12. 533 <;-5:J0 A; (id. Bacinams. 459-00.

(13) In Ic^n Siii;c, !i. 15. l; PCi, 12,'897 C- td. Baehrcns, 382. — In ep
ad liiirn.. li. 7. 12. PC, 1134, .AB. —.^i'ur ic inau vais p.'iin qui eiitroticat ccitc
UiOiL qn'est ia vie dii pilahc. In Mt.., t. 12, 33, PC). 1000 A; In lo., t. 20,
31-33, POi, !•>, t)!ia-077; ed. Preusciien, n. 39--'i4. }.i. 3&9-388; ibid., t. l9, u. 3,
549; P.. 11. 13-M, 312-314. — In Lcirit., li. 12. -3, PG, 12, 538 CD; (id.
Bachrens, 459. • • • • -

(14) In. Ez., h. 12. 1; PG, 13, 752-3; 6d. Baehroiis; 432-34..
•(15) Voir les icxlcs de la note 13.
(16) In Threnrn;, 43. PG, 13, OiS A; fg. 84, ed. Klostennarm, 267.
(17) In Levit., h. PO, 12, 437; Od. Bachrens 319-20. .
(18) In Mi. eomiii. n. 2t)-3n, PG, 13, 1639-40. — la Exod:, h. 8. .4. PG, .

12. 3.50. ed. Baelii'ens. 22G-7.. , . - .
(19; Outre le texic dc la n. 14. voir encoro : In. Ez.. h. 10. 4, PG', 13, 744;

6d. Bae'ircns, 421-22; ibid., fg. in Ez., 1, 10, c. 789-92; In Pao (sur I'enclur-

I-.'

i..c pcdni, c'cst la ve..ale au demon do cct cdilicc divin, en
.'(•iiaiiuc lie cctte monnaic infainc quo sont les vicc.s ct les
-iilisfaclions coujiabies (ao). ihrr lui, on donne ci'ilrc',;. au dcimou
doiit on devicnt rcsclave et la chose, a qui Ton rend uu culle
idulalri<iue, le pcclicur est marque a son image, 11 cntre dans
s;i famille, il dcvicnt son ills (2i)'. Voila a quoi aboutit eel acle
dc veritable fornication spirituclle surtout quaiid il s'ugit
noii. d'unc faiitc occasionncllc, niois du peclie d'habitude, ou le
peclieur se vaulre conime Ic pore dans la bone, de cet epaissis-
sement dont paivle rEcriture, de cet cndurcissement qui linit
par dissimulcr coniplctement au coiinablc riiorreur de son
riat (23). C'cst*alors qu'il merite vcritabiement Ig nom dc pe-
chc'ur : car dc mcme quo le saint pcut avoir des d6fai!lances
(lans.Ie b.icn, de incjnc le peclieur pent faire des actes bons; il
u'cii merite pas moins le nom dc pcclicur, par suite de la pri-
(iuuiinaucc dcs habitudes inauvaiscs. et du joug sous loqucl il
s'esl laisse captiver (2/1). Cost la inechancete (poncria, ncqultia)
.dislincte du simple p(2che, qui rend rhoinmc plus coupable et

cisserncnt clc Pharaou, 12, 203-232; In Ex., h, 8, 5-G; PC, 12, 357-361; 6d.
Bachrous, 223-234. — In-Lcvil., h. 14, 4, PG, 12. 557-58; Gd. B. 485-437. —
In \u, h. S, 622-24 ct B. 50-53; In 9, 7-9, G3.2-G35 et 3, 63-67. ~ In lad.. In 2,
4-5 (.-.L 3 cn cnlier, ibid.. 960-9G.5 ct B. 477-487. — In Ps., 2, 9, fg., ibid..
ihiS-HC';); 22 4, PG, 17. 113-114. DO-us cos i.cxtcs, tour a tour c.st clGvelo.opec
i'ii'li'C du ctnUiment inisGricordieux ou vuo de la conversion ei du cha-
liiiioiit, nunitioii deflniUve. lorsqu'il y a endurcissoniom. Cf. dans I'.-ijt'O-
lonie dc I'arnphilc le ctn 8, dc pocnis pcccaioruni, PG', 17. 601-604.

(20) In Lcvii.. in 15, 3; PG, 12, 561-62, 6d. Bachrens, 490-91. ~ In-'Ex.,
In 6. 9, ibid., 333 ct B, 2CK)-201.

(21) Filiation : outre les textes de la note 13, In Ez. In 9, 1; PG', 13,
733 A, (id. Baehrcus 407, 1. 3-5 : « Villa faciunt filium dia'ooli u. —
In E.xoduni, 20, 5-G, fg. ; PG, 12, 289-94, ofi il commsatc le <•. vos ex
p;itrc diabolo estis »; ibid., h. 8, 6, c. 358-360. cd. Baelircns. 230-234. mcnie
housce. — In Ihx, h. 12, 4; Ibid., c. G64-GGG, et B. 103-107. -• Culie ; In IiuL.
tn 2. 3; PG, 12. 958; ed. B. 475. — Sccau : In Ezcch., h. 13. 2; PG, 13,
761 B; (id. B. 445 ; « Cave, homo, nc saeculum istud egrediens. signaculo
(ii-aboli sis impri;5su3, habet quippe signaculum », etc. — Image ; In
lien. li. 1, 13, PG. 12, 157 BD; ed. Baeiu'cns, 17-18 : « Videns cum denosila
sn.a iniagine, m.aligui imaginern iridu.visse... intuens imaslncm diaboli
t!i;r peccalum slmilis eius eficctus est », etc. — In Iliercm., h. 2, 1; PG,
13. 277 C, 6cl. Kiostermann, 17, 1. 13-15. In P.'^alm., 38, h. 1, 2. PG, 12,
1493-1404 ; « Si inventus fueris habero ibi fovmas diaboli ct imagincpa
satanae... Sin autem vis ut per species tibi huiusmodi ima.gines dosi-
?nem, audi. Ira imago tyrannica est, avaritia, dolus, superbia, tumor,
ploriae sacculares invidiae, ebrictates, comcssationes et his similia »
(1404 AB).

(22) In Nu., h. 20, 2. PG. 12, 728-730; ed. Baehrens, 187-191.
(23) In ep. ad Rom., 2. 4; PG, 14, 875 AB. • -
(24) Ibid., 5, 4, 1030 B-31 D. — In Thrcnoi, 1, 14; PG, 13 6:2.5 .\C fg. 31

ciQUs I'bd. Kiostermann, p. 250. -- In Ps., 2, 3; PG, 12, 1105 AB.
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to high"li^ht various aspGCts of sin, upon which h© insists rtior© or Isss according to th© occasion, A foolish action
^hicn no nian in his right s©ns© wpuld wish to coiniriit, ar© th© only on©s that thos© d©vot©Q to r©ason that on© can sin,
th© fault plac©s tn© soul in a sort of intoxication V7h©r© tn© human natur© do©s not und©rstand its©lf. Th© sins
for human natur© ..are th© bonds which ©robarrass and hind©r it, and th© infirmiti©s and sickn©ss©s which d©bilitat© it

it lik© a snake, ag© it and r©duc© itto th© stat© of d©ath. To liv© in sin, is thus to k©©p th© soul in
th© stat© of d©ath. Sin is an injury to God,d©priv©s th© soul of his lov©, plund©rs it into darkn©ss and tak©s
from it th© Holy Gnost and ©roots b©tw©©n it and God a sort of thick wall or imp©n©trabl© cloud, breaks our association
with th© holy Trinity and goodness, destroys th© tempi© of God where lives th© Christ, provoking thus th© maledictions
and chastisements of th© Lord.

^i^.i® selling this aevin© edifice to th© devil, in exchange for this infamous money v/hich ar© th© vices and cuiLpabl©satisfactions. Thus on© gives entrance to th© devil to whom on© becomes a slave and a thing, to whom on© pays
idolatrous culture, th© sinner is marked in his image, he enters into his family, he becom^es his son. This is th©
result of this act of veritable spiritual fornication, above all when it concerns not an occasional fault but a
sin of habit, v/here th© sinner wallows lik© a pig in muck, this thickening spoken of in the Scriptures, of this
hardening which ends by hiding completely from the sinner his terrible state. It is then that he truly earns the
name of sinner: for even as the holy can have faults, so can the sinner do good acts;but he does no less earn the
title of sinner by following a predominance of bad habits and of the yoke in which he has allowed himself to be captive.
It IS the wickedness (poneria, nequitia) distinct from the simple sin, v/hich makes man more culpable and/
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plus diHicilc a guciir (ao). Ellc assure, en nous le regne du
j>eohe et assiiuile la vie de lame a cclle d une fcrnnie pci-
diie i'arfois mCmie, s'inspirant d'unc scrie de tcxtcs de
saint. l^.ml, Origcne dislingue Irois sorles.de coupahles ; « (.a;
n'cs!, i)as sans raison, a mon_avis, ecrit-il, que Paul enq)loie
dilfereals t,ei.'mes, parlanl taiUut ddnllnnes/lanldt d'inipies c!
luiilot. de peeheurs, pour qui le Christ cst morl... Ou hicn, en
clTel, ignorant Dieu, quolqu'un peclie dans les Lcnibrcs el c esl
un ijiqne; .en voulanl obsrvei' Ic preccple, il esl vaincu par la
fragilile de hr ehair, seduil par les appiils de la vie prdscntc et
c'i'St i.iii inlirjnc.; le sachanl ("t Ic voulanl bien, il inepiise
le. jirecepte, "dideste l;i di.scii)line de Oieu ct rejetl.e derriere lui .

.ses parolt^s el c'esl un peclieur (ay) »,
I'iu consequence, Die.u abandonnc Ic pecbeur, il rignore, dt.'

cclle ignorance terrible qni'esl la repiobalion au jour da juge-
iiuml (aS). Vaineinenl on chercherail a dissimuler scs fautes;
(dies sonl inscritcs, au stylet de fer, sur Ic co^ur, dans la cons-
eieiiec, ({ui sera devoilee au.v yeux. dp ious el ou on pourra
lire Ic.ur lisle, justilianl la sentence de dainualion. Lcs ]>ensees

•iionne.s ou niai,i\aises' s'inscriveiil d cllcs-nicincs dans 1ainc
comnie sur unc tablotte d<' cire : cc sont ces traces ainsi lais-
secs qui seionl revedces par Pien el lui apportoront..Ic [(irnoi-
gnagi; de notre conscience (a-Q)* Clependanl, coiumc (vn
1(1 verra jdus loin, Dieu ii'abandonne ])Oinl le [xkdicur en celle
yi(.;; il s'crft>i'ce, jiar les cliAtiinents et. les cipreuv-es, <1 evcilh.r
en lui le ie})cnlir d de rarnener a la penilerice (ilo). ,

C'ciSl snrtoiU sou.s renipire de Pignorance el dcs passions que

(25) hi. P,n, 3G, li. 2, 4; PG, 12. 1332 CD. —. .'Villeurs, il distingue onlre
hii(jvilus et jiccc.ut.un). In cp. tul. liom.. 4, 1, PG, 14, !)6G A; —^ dellctmu
ef pc.ccat.viii. In Leo., h. .5, 4; PG. 12. 453 DC 6d. Puolirons, 341.

(2C) In Ep. Lid Horn., G, i. i»G. 14. l0.55-.50; ~ In Gen., ti. 1, 15; PG,
12. 15S-9; L'd. Paehrens, 10. . • . '

(27) In cp. ad Rom., 4, 11; I'G. 000 UC; voir un deveioppoment ana
logue sur les Irois categurles do p^ciiours distingu(5c.s" par saint Paul

•Chez les Coriutl\ions (rnalades, faiide.s .endoriuis), In Mat., t. 10, n. 24;
PG. 13, 900-901. •

(23) In llicrcni.. li. 1, 8; PG 13, 2G4-CD: od. KloslGriiUuin, 7; — In Exod.,
h. 8, 5, F'G, 12. 358 BC; od. Ba.'hren.s 220-30: Re Oral., 20; PC, 11, 541-44;
6d. Kootschau. 330-03.

(29) III Hierern., Il 1G. 10; PC, 13, 452, 6d. K., 141-142; In cp. ad Rom.,
2, 10; PG, 14, 394 B; — In Mt., t. 15. 12; PG', 13. 1288 A.

(30) Voir aussi da note 19 ci-dessus. . .
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rhoininc so laissc aller au rnal (3i). Mais 11 y a aus-si I'aclion
incessanlc do rcnncrni o.xleriour, du demon, intei'venanl par la
leiitation (3'.>) pour (jveiller des coinplieites lnliine.s el se rcndrc
;!insi niailre de rame. Oi'igcne seleva^ lour a lour eonlre eeu.x.
qui Mieconnais.^cnl rune ou I'aulre de ccs cairses : a La plti-
luud, iiK^mc les sages, penscnl tjue toutc espece dc peclie,

eeii.v dc la languc y .-^onl inelus, — n'ont (I'aulre source que
ios jugemenis pervers, niais ceux cjui croient a la divinite des
Sainlcs Eerilurcs adinetlcnl (juc les acles ac(:om[)iis conlraire-
iii«.mt a la rai.son, iKi le sonl point en dehoi'S de rinlluence des
deiiion.s ou des puissances adverscs quellcs qu'elles soienl » (33).
.\illeurs, au eonlraire, rcagissant confre ceux qui allribuenl
tiuil au demon, iranirine que nos lendanccs nalurelles su por
tent d'elles-memes au desordre; rhonnne sq .serail deregle tout
.<eul, sou.s' rinJluencc des jias.siohs, jnais par la il oiivre la porle
ei. le d(:mOH en profite [lOur agir'el poussor au plus graves
e.xces.' C'c.sl ccl ensemble asscz conipl.exe cpi'il analyse en
del:;!! an conrs de plusieurs cliapilres du PcriarcJwn (S/p.
Tonlefois, il semble s'arnHer plus t'requcrnmcnl sur rinlcrvcn-
lion diabolique qiii rcticnl aussi I'atlenlion de Tertullieu e! c
.saint Cyprien (35). En'd'inno.iiibrad:)lcs passages -^-il scrail fa
cile d'aligner line eentaine de references (30), — il signalc ou
deeril, jiarfois asscz longuernenl, raclion de eel ennerni infati-
g;i!)ie, ..ses ruses, scs violences pour se rendre fnailre de l ame e.t
!;i dorninoi' despolifpierncnl, en aUendant dc se porter contre
elle accusaleur inexorable dcvant Dicu. II y aurail lu malicre h
line lilude inlercssantc qui nc doit pas nous rcfonir'.' Fidile lou-
lefois a la di^fense dc la liberle, OrigDnc note que le demon ne
pent lien sur nous si nous nc repondons pas a ses avanccs (Sy).

(31) I.gnoranco, : C16mcnt Al., Pacdan. 1, G: PG. 8, 285 B, 6d. Staehlin.
i07. 1. 28-30. Passion : Origi^iK}. In lliercm., fg. 25, t^d. Klostcnnann, 21o!
cf. PG, 13, ,502 D. Voir encore : In Ps., 57. 3, fg. PG, 12, 474 BD; In

t. 11, 15. PG, 13, 951-055. •
(p) Dc oral., 29; PG. 11, 529-541; od. Koeischau. 381-03.
(33) In lo., 20, 32; PG. 14, GSS-0, 6d. Prcusciien. n. 40, 382-3.'
(3-4) Pcriarchon. 3, 2-4; PG It, 303-325; (id. Klo.sterrnann, 244-270.
(3,q TertuUlen, De Paen.. 5; saint Cyiiricn, Dc dotn. oral., 25.

quelques-unes. k litre d indication. PG'. XII, 160 A, 289-94
glV' 570-72. GG4-G6, 078-79. 720. 732. 770. 789-90,- 831. S&O-l',a-tu-OO, 89-1. 902-009, 940, 9G1, 005. 119-4. 1203, 1330. 133S, etc.

(37) In lud., h. 3, 4; PG', 12, 965 A; 6d. Baehrens, 484.
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more difficult to save. It assures in us the supremecy of sin and is assimilated into the life of the soul of that
of a prostitute. Sometimes even inspired by the writings of St. Paul Origene distinguishes three sorts of sinners:
It is not without reason as I see it, he writes,that St. Paul uses different terms, speaking as much of the sick
as of the impius and of the sinners for v/hom Christ died. So in effect not knowing God one can sin in the darkness
and this is an irapiety in wishing to observe the precept he has conquered by the fragility of the flesh, seduced by
the attractions of life on earth and he is a sick man; or knov/ing it and wishing to follow it he misunderstands the
precept, dislikes the discipline imposed by God and rejects behind him his words and this is a sinner.

In consequence, God abandons the sinner, he does not know him, and of this terrible ignorance which is the reprobation
at the day of judgeraent. In vain one would seek to hide his faults; they are written in words of iron on the heart,
in the conscience which will be unveiled to the eyes of all and v/here one could read their list, justyfing the
sentence of damnation. The good or bad thoughts are inscribed themselves on the soul as on a tablet of wax: these
are the traces left thus v^hich v/ill be revealed by God and to him V7ill bear v/itness of our own conscience. However,
as we shall see later God never abandons a sinner in this life; he is urged, by chastisements and reproof to
confess and repent and to acquire penitence.

It is above all under the rule of ignorance and of the passions which man allows himself to become evil. But there
is also the unceasing action of the outside enem.y of the devil intervening by his temptation to arouse the intimate
complicities and to make himself thus the master of your soul. Origene tries fromi time to time to explain to those
who misunderstand either of these causes: The greater part, even the wise people, think that all types of sin, -
that of language included - have only the source of the perverse judgements, but those v/ho believe in the divinity
of the holy Scriptures admit that the acts perpetrated contrary to reason are not outside the influence of the devil
or of the adverse power which it is. Elsev/here, on the other hand, reacted against those who attribute everything
to the devil he asserts that natural tendencies lead us to disorder; man would be without discipline under the
influence of his passions but thereby he opens the door and the devil takes advantage to act and to put him to the
furtherest extent. It is this assembly thus complex that he analyses in detail several chapters of Periarchon.
All the time, he seems to be stopped most frequently by the intervention of the devil v/hich retains also Tertullian's
attention and also that of Sti. Cyprien. In innumerable passages one could easily find a hundred or more reference, -
he shows or describes, sometimes quite lengthy, the action of this infatigable enemy, his tricks, his violence to
make himself the master of the soul and to dominate it despotically, waiting to carry it against the inexorable
governraent of God. This could be a matter of interesting study which does not concern us nov;. Faithful always
to the defence of liberty, Origene takes note that the devil can do nothing to us if we do not respond to his
approaches. /
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Aus^i lE'S 111 lie <ie<

(.4 siiivre),

riles an iivrc tic Josiic sonl-cllcb rimage ties
coinhaib par Icsquols il Taul nous clcfendrc ct niainlenir noire
aiiie propricle clc Dicu (38).

Dans ccllc lutle, ta libcrtc b.uniaine n'csi ccpciulanl juis ahan-
doiincc a scs proprcs forces : cn realilc, Tarnc csl dispulecj.ar.
•dciiK forces conlraircs, deux csprils" allenlifs el arucnU a la
sccourir ou ^.rallaqucr. Dicu cl ses anges, par les bonnes pcn-
<003 ol Ics sainlcs inspiialiGTis, soulicnncnt Tarnc dans I'cllorl'
vfM-3 Ic bicn cl so, funl plus prcssanls au momcnl^du danger (39).
Afile do vcillcr pour favoriscr icur aclion, oler au inauvaD
I'occasion (finlcrvonir; a die dc survcillcr la chair, cc principc
do tOLilcs nos passions cl dc lous jigs nuuix, a die dc fayoriscr
resjiril, cc principc supcricur, degagc du, sensible,^(pn noub
porlc aDicu. Chair cl cspril sc dispulcnl noire volonlc. renlrai-

• nenl cn des sens opi)Gscs. Scion quo ranie adhere a.l'un ou a
raulro, die assure en die le Iriomphe dc Dieu ou du-dduon.
Par ic pcchc. c'est ce dernier parli quc I'ame prend pour son
nialhcur. •. ' • •

Ferdinand Cav.xlleka.

(3S) C'est le sens tie noinbreuses applications allcgoriques ties hoin.e-
'̂'(39)'̂ 'sur^le'''ulc dc< \ngt'S voir', cntrc aulres PG, XIl, 293-4, 323-4, 360-1.

373, 733, 725-6: 762, 807-70, 922-3. 1203. 1372; .XIII, 360-7 541-2 ^ -m
110.3 1863 1890 etc. En outre sur iO.s c.cux espiits PG, XII, bi, 577, .^111,
1470-77, et nonibre dc passages indiqu^s dans la note 3b.

(Suite)

VI -- En etudianl les'annOcs d'apprcnlissa^ dcV. • hhc 4vcn . professour dc philosoi.hic a bau.lc-Manc dAb.
1''' - ii'Os dclicalo. Descartes passe pom le pl-iscnlic]!icuait unc E. • - la Den<(^c doit le moins a scs

momc., .i„ co,.- •

""•""' 7 -'v-^etuc ru-emi;:.v dimavchc fi.l d'dcavtcr lo.il cc .,u i.li-uiro sun - 1 .. . . 1 dOmjqer dc lonb; mnucncc
pouvait avoir d idecs Ionics l.ulcs cL no

dc M. Sirven clail dc ceuK qui rcdaincnl nn labcm'
p.nacc crm-ic sagacitc sans dd.ailiancc; car Ics difricullcs .sc
t..ionra chaquc pas cl sc nudlipliaicnl. lcs_ iincs Ics auliCj p. r -
.udm'fdreuicnl. II fdiail, cEabord dccouvrir qucllo a uiC D-voa.l..ai

,!•• la penscc carlcsicnnc pcndanl cos cimecs vde
nMl.-KOT)hc a pris conscience dc sa pcrsonnablc cO on d a Ic.^
i;ndS Idncs dc son syslcmo : car cc syslcmc ida pas snrgi dm
'l<cul coup'dans I'csprit. dc son crcalcur; d a du sc foimmci pu
oom SOS pridcipes ont du sc dcgagcr Icntcmcnl cl 1orgam.-cilipn dy-
scs diversos parlies nc sc rcaliscr quo par unc piogrc..nc.^ ^
fall.ait ensuilc marqncr Ics influences qui agiSaaicriL yni y
Puulis qu'il claborail, sa doclrinc: car cos idccs qm Eu.a.cny --y
<le la rncdilation fco.ondc dn iihilosoiibc, d iic cs .ua p..,- i , •-
linVs dc son proprc fonds : dies lui vonaicnl. cn gram c parnc lU
qiioi qn'il cn Old., dc ccnx qui avaicul pomsi avant lui et tie cc;u\ qm.
(!.• son temps, travaillaient a la vcchcrclic dc la vcnlc. T1 fadait euun
determiner comrncnl ct sons qudic forme res divcnscs mdnenec.>
avaicnt pn altcindrc Dtsearle-; t conlacl, direct avce Ip anl.eur.s uU
passe ou bicn conlael. indircei. par riMtermediairc de 1cnseigiiemcnl
reru an college dc La Flcclie d des •maimds dassiqncs cn usage
dors; rddions persoimdlos et snivies avee ses eonlcmporams on bien
rai.porls loinlains cl inlcrmitlenls 011 bieai encore simple c.uinais-
sanec dc lours publications. _ 1 p v

M. Sir-ven a reussi a delmniiller eel .'ehcveau cuini)lexc. bon livre,
bien divisc, nous fait suivrc Descartes dans les dtxcrscs clapc-. Ics
divers (( moments », — de ses « anni^os cl a[>prenlis.sage », ct dcgagi
nclfcnient ce,qu'il a rc'ou du ddiors a cdiacun dc cos « nionienls » ct
cojiimcnl il a assimile ct transformc re qui lui etait ainsi dntme.

M. Sirven prcnd Doscarle.s au moment on sa formalion intellec-
ludle eonmionce. TI reconstilnc pour nous cc cpdelait Ic college de

fD.Volr Tlidietm, 1928. pp. 167-179. , . „ •
(2) .). Sirven, docteur 6s lottres. Les annies d'appreiitissage de uescc-r-

tes, I vol. in-8, 493 pp., Paris, Vrin, 1928.
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Also the contests described in the book of Joshua indicate the combats by v/hich it is necessary to defend ourselves
and to keep ourselves and our souls faithful to God.

In this battle, human liberty is not however abandoned but to its own strength: in reality, the soul is divided
by two contrary forces, two attentive and ardent spirits to keep it safe or to attack it. God and his angels
by the good thoughts and holy inspirations support the soul in the effort tov/ards good and are raore concerned
with the time of danger. To that of watching over to encourage their action, to help their evil work; to that
of overlooking the flesh, this principle of all our passions and of all our sins, to that of favouring the spirit,
this superior principle, divorced from the sentient, which carries us to God. Flesh and spirit battle in our will,
the general direction is opposed. So that the soul adheres to the one or to the other, it assures in it the
triumph of God or of the devil. By the sin, it is the second party that the soul takes for his badness.

Ferdinand Cavellera.



The Doctrine of Penitence

in the 3rd Century

1. The Doctrine on sin.

3. The various species of Sin

in the preceding pages the occasion is offered more than once of showing several attempts of classification or rather
of explanation bearing on these various names by which sin is designated. Taking inspiration from scriptural usage
and from etymology and from the earlier instruction of the philosophers, Clement of Alexandria and Origene, either
in passing, or ex professo, tried to establish without attaching any particular importance besides, a series of
meaning between these numberous synonyms. We v/ill not go over this at all. Before approaching the classifications
connected not with the idea of sin but with the different acts qualified by this v/ord, a preliminary establishment
is necessary v^hich is for the numerous which are the concrete enumerations of the most varied faults, those which
do not offer either for understanding or for order, anything new in connection with the listing analogous to the
Gospel or to St. Paul. By the classification properly speaking* : the faults are enumerated pele-mele, as they are
presented to the thought of the author|^
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One or two particularities alone are to signify ; such as the distinction betweeiliithe sins against God and the sins
against man, directly inspired from a well known text from the first book of Samuel, relative to the sons of the
high priest, Heli; this will be referred to later on. Origene calls the first impietas, the second iniquitas.
Elsewhere on several occasions he points out the faults most particularly applicable to the clergy: ambition,
greed, price, etc; or he also applies certain sins to those nations in war with Israel and speaks thus of the sin
of the Egyptians, Moabites, Assyriens, etc. More important and more frequent are the allusions to the diversity of
faults according to their nature, their origin, and their gravity.

(a) Concerning the Nature of Sins.

Incidentally, Origene points out that sin is a shortage or an excess, relative to the true measure. Ordinarily
one is restricted to the distinction already used by the philosophers between the act and the tendency:'' the sin'
and the vice; one opposes to the concrete faults the evil thoughts from whence they come and to which we give today
the name of capital sins. This name itself, with the number seven, is found already in Tertullian in connection
with the bath seven times renewed imposed on Naaman the Syrien, but it is in a particular meaning: Tertullian
finds there the symbol of the purification brought by Christ to the seven deadly sins of the gentiles: idolatry
blasphemy, murder, adultery, stupefaction, false witness and fraud. He is concerned not with the tendencies but
the gravest faults habitually committed by the pagans. The idea however is put forward in passing in the De pudicitia
where he recalls that the new law does not only condemn the guilty acts but also acts (latin). In Grigene on the
other hand, frequently are mentioned the vices of the regna peccati, the sickness of the soul, the source of various
faults, which they are distinguished as a state of permanent carelessness from an isolated act. These genera peccati
penetrates deeply into the soul and debilitate it in a serious manner: also, if they are not to be negligible, if
small they may be at first; allowed to ferment,a small quantity may be sufficient to corrupt the entire mass.
Furthermore it is not that he gives a profound description; he does not count them and it is necessary to wait
for Evagrios the Pontique in order to have a methodical classification. Once only Origene applies to this subject
the symbolism of the seven heads of the dragan of the J^ocalypse and of its ten horns, but it is to return to his
future commentary on this passage, which is not all for us pretentious. Practically, his enumerations of these
sick tendencies are very varied and go from two to nine members. These are the idols which must be destroyed in/
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Icur. Uiic ou ticux jKuilculurilos sculcjiieiU soul a signaler ;
lolle la (iisliiiclion onlre Ics peches contrn Dicu cl los peches
•conUc riioniine, direcleinent inspiiee d'uii lexle bica connu
du 1"" livre do Suniucl (5) a propos dc^ Ills da graiul-preUc
ileli; 11 y aura 'iiru d'y revenir plus loin. Origeiic appcilc les
premiers inipiclaa, les seconds iniqiiilas (,G). Ailleurs, a plu-
sicLii's reprises, il signale les faules plus parLiculierenieiu im-
pulables au elerge : ambilion, avarice, orgueil, etc. (7); ou
bien il rapproche cei lains peclies de ceux des nations en gucne
avec Israel el parlc ainsi de peche egy})lien, inoabile, assyrien,
etc (8). Pius imporlanles et plus frequcnles sont les allusions
a la diversite des fauies selon leur nature, leur origine, leur
gravite. ,

a) D'aprcs la nature dcs peclies

Incidemmenl, Origene signale (pie le peehe cst un iiianque
ou uii exces pai' iap[)ort a la juste mesure (9). Ordinaireinent,
on se borne a la distinction deja ulilisec par lea philosoj)be3
en Ire racle el la tendance ; le peche et le vice; on oppose aux
failles concretes les inclinations inauvaises d'ou elles vlen-

nent ct auxqueilcs nous donnons aujourd'hui Ic nom de pcchea
capilaiix. (!e noin lui-nierne, avec le chilTre sept, se trouve
deja'dans Terlullicii (10), a propos du bain sept fois renouvelc,
impose a iVaanian le Syrien, inais c'est dans une acceplion par-
ticuliere : Tcrlullien y decouvre le synibole dc la purilicalion

(5) 1 Sam., 2, 25.
(G) la op. acl Rom.. 1. IG; P. G. l'», 80.3 B.
(7) In Lov. h. 2; In lud. h. 3. 2; In Hier. h. 11, 3; la Mat. comm. n. -19;

In Horn. comm. 2, 11.
(8; In Ezcch. h. 9, 5 : « Sunt autem quaoclain .-Xegyptia pcccata,

quacaarn .Sociomitica, sunt alia Babylonica, alia .-Vs.sjo'ia, alia Moaiuiica,
alia .Amrnonitica II en fait I'applicaUon tout spocialeineiit a Sodome,
a cause tiu texio du propiietd (IG, 49) ot conclui : u Ex quibus ai>paiot ot
saturirateiri panum. 01 dona Siuriiualia ei qui oa nou potcst sustinei'c
gene'raro supeibiiun. Idciico fugiamu.s a .Sodoma ot a- poccatis eius ».
Chacunc dos esiecos do cos poclios ost evidomment a detormlnor d'aiu'os
les textes scripturairos se rappoi taiu a ces divers peoples ; P. G. 13, 738;
Ofi. Baohrons, -411-115.

(9) Eelccta in Deul. 12. 32; P. G. 12, 8l2 .\. .'
(10) .Adv. Marcionorn. 4. 9 ; « Syro facilius omundato, significat per

nationcs emundationis in Chvisto, lumino earum, quae septom maculis
capitaliuin dolictoruni inhorrereat : idololatria, blasphemia, homicidio,
aduiterio, stupro, falso toslirnonio, irauuo ». Cf. Do anima, 40. oil 'rertm-
iien dnumero los ,rnauvaisos londancr-s ; « Nihil anima sine came in
operatione libidinis, guiae, vinolentiae, saevitiae, idololatriae. ceterisque
caraalibus non sensibus sed effcctibus.

" L /

UA noem-M; di:; i.a au nE sirei.r; ' ' qj

o Ilu. . ulolutr.c, blasphwia., l.oaiicidc, udiilldre, 6tu,„i. faa.v
irailde. II Vayll da laiuhuicas HK,i. dai faidaP

plu» giaics liabiluallaiiant coi.iudias-par les jKiiciis. fidac

rsonclt-'i "u H
lc <f -rT ' co„<la,„„e pas scuUu.ont les
Di-rent- ' '""V""" delicluruu,, id est coneu-pisccnhas cl voluiUules Chez OrigU.c, uu coatnure, rcvieai
assez souvcnl la mon.iou dcs vices, dcs ,csn„ pcccc/i, dcs a,da-'
dies dc lame, source dcs faulcs divcrscs, deal dies sc dislia-
gucnl, conuac ua elat dc laagucur pcriaaacat d'ua aclc isolc'
Ccs genera pcccali pOacirciil profondcnieiU l aaio ct la ddhili-
tcat duac fagoa durable : aussi, ac sonl-ils iioia! a nc.,li„er si
pclUs soical-iis dabord; conaac pour Ic I'ermeal uiie avdc
quamile sullU a corromprc toute la. masse (ri). Cc n'csi°pas
dadicui-s quil cn donnc uuc dcscri,,lion approfoiulie; il ac |cs
complc pas noa plus ct 11 faudra atlcadre Ovagrios Ic Pomique
pour en avoir uric classllicidioa ladtbodiiiuo. L'ac fois seulc-
mcn , Ongcae applique acc sujcl, Ic sy.nboiisaic dcs sept teles
du diagoa dc IApocalypse ct dc scs di.v coracs, raais c'est
pour renvoyor a son futur coaiauadairo de cc passage, ou! ne
nous est point parvenu (la). Pratiqucmont, scs enumerations
de ccs mauvaisos tendances sout Ires variecs ct voat de deuv f.
neuf mcmores (,3). Ce sont des idoles qu'il faut detruiie diai

(11) In Hicj'emiam, li. 1 7- p o r-> on i>p- • ,
duction cle soint ipnAn.i-.i'. ' I'^losttrmann. 5 (tra-
qui divina verba suscc\jit ' nom^ ° rogna, omnis
gentosscd consideimL anihms iniodiogore rogna ot
tas species delictorum, aliogorizci°remri ot ~ videns quoque rnul-
hurnanas aniinas possedcrunt «. \4i
maladies cle ramc, cf. In Mattii com i in o*' o ^.1:''^— bur los
genera peccati ; in lesu Nave li 14 ''"p C' ' ' r' ''f —I-cs
Le ferment, In Numeros h. 23. 7." P.'G '̂ 82 752 CVcl P 37S.
latlm dew^pS^ibus sViSen/dracoes'̂ qua^ Prnda '̂̂ e.xponore singil-

Rev^elatione Joannis Seel et dpopm* 7-^ aiuom teirit.iorr: sqo in
serpcntinae m.aliUae et luibontis WDCMi't i sum resu.-ivcmre incefloro per iwoclu.r iiec modo " =«nd'or Peclorc et
comm. n. -49, P. G. 13, 1G73 CD e.xpoi.eit. tempus est ». In .Matth.

indications soinmairos • dear tonroc • r. r- i-,900 A . avariiia, libiclo* /ro/'? • 1*^ p . P. G. lib,

ira, suporWa, zelus, avarllia, iiWdot - .fftt'i'-ilieirt'tof avai
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leur. Uiic ou deux parliculariles seuleiiieiiL soul a signaler ;
lelle la dislinction cnlre les peches coiitrc Dieu ct les peches
coulrc riioimiie, clireclemcnt inspiiee d'uii lextc bieii coimu

X/N-T livrc de Sainiiel (5) a propos dcs Ills du graiid-prclie
lleli; 11 y aura 'iieu d'y revcnir plus loin. Origeiie appelle les
premiers iinpiclus, les seconds iniqaitas [6). Ailleurs, a plu-
sicLirs ie[)rises, il signale les faules plus parliculicremeiu iin-
pulables au clergc : ambition, avarice, orgucll, etc. (7); ou
bien il rapproche cei lains pcclies de ceux des nations en guerre
avcc Israel el parle ainsi ile pcclie cgyptien, inoabite, assyricn,
etc (8). Plus imporlantes el plus frequcnles sonl les allusions
a la diversile dcs faules scion leur nature, leur originc, lour
gravile.

a) D'aprcs la jiaUirc dcs pdclies

Incidemmenl, Origeiic signale que le peche csl un manque
ou un exces par rapport a la juste mesure (9). Ordinaireinenl,
on sc borne a la dislinction deja utilisec par Ics philosoplics
enlre I'acte el la tendance ; le peche el le vice; on oppose aux
failles concretes les inclinations mauraises d'oa clles vicn-

ncnt ct auxquellcs nous donnons aujourd'hui le nom de pdchcs
cupitaux. Ce nom lui-mernc, avec le chifl'rc sept, se trouve
deja dans TcrluHien (10), 5 propos du bain sept fois renouvele,
iin])Ose a Naaman le Syrien, mais c'csl dans unc acception par-
liculiere : TcrtuHien y deeouvrc le symbole dc la purification

(5) 1 Sarn., 2, 25.
(6) In ep. aa Hoin.. 1. IG; P. G. U. 803 H.
(7) In Lov. h, 2; In lud. li. 3. 2; In Hier. h. 11, 3; In Mat. coinni. n, 49;

In Uoin. comm. 2, 11.
(8; In K'/och. h. 9, 5 ; « Sunt auiein quaeclam Aegyptiu peccata,

quacaarn .Sodomitica, sunt alia Babylonica, alia .Assyria, alia Moalntica,
alia .An.monitica ». 11 im fait i'application tout spocialement a Sodoine,
a cause du texte du prophtie (10, 49) et conclut ; « E.x quibus apparet et
saturitatein panuni et dona spiritualia ei qui ea non potest sustinere
generare supcrbiain. Idcirco fugiamus a .Sodoina et a peccatis eius ».
Cbacune dos esp^;cos de ces p6o!ies est 6videnurient a determiner d'ai)res
les textes scriptuiaires se raj)poiiani a ces divers peuples : P. G. 13, 738;
efl. Bat'itreas, 414-415.

(9) Selccta in Deut. 12. 32; P. G. 12. 812 .A. '
(10) Adv. .Marcionern. 4, 9 : « Syro facilius emundato, signiflcat per

nationos emundaiionis in Chiislo, lumine earum. quae septem maculis
capitaliurn delictorum inhorrerent : idololatria, blasphernia, homicidio,
idnlierio. stupro, fal.so lestimonio, iraucie ». Cf. De anima, 40, 011 'rerUn-
lien tmurnere les mauvaisos tendances : « Nihil anima sine came in
operatione llbidinis, gulae, vinolentiae, saevitiae. icloloiatriae. ceterisque
carnalibus non seusibus sed effectibus.

la nocxiuAK nr la fLMieAtm au m" 6u:cu:
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Put
fVJirJ 2_D »• cluUliic, liKitpliciiic, l.uiiiicidc, aduUOii;, simjiv, fau\

|a».uauat;c, IraMc. ii sajjil Icadaucca l.iaia das fa„l«
plu. gravus liabducllaii.cj.l coiii,„i,cs-j,ar las j,a,ciis. Ididaa

aepondanl ast anouaaa, an „a..anl, an Ida pndlail „ „d 11
rappel a,na fa loi nonvalla nc conda.nnc ,as aaulant,! fa'
Disccnti concLi-p.sccnUa. ct volunlalas Cl.a. Ongana, an aonU.dra. aavfan.
a>scz souv^nl fa n.cnlion das vicas, das rajna pcccali, dcs n.ala-'
d.Ls do lama, source dcs faulas divarsas, donl clles sc disUn-
gucnl, comma un clat do langmcur pcnnanent d'nn acla Isolaa
(sc, gtneia pcccalt pcnalrcnl inofoiulcmcnl rama al la dabili-
lanl dunc fafon durable : aussi, nc sonHls jioijil a na.di"ar si
pclils sojcnl-ils d'abord; comme pour fa fcrmenl, unc la-fare
qnam.le sullit a corromprc loutc la masse Ce n'csr,,as
claillcms quil en domic unc dascriplion approfondie; 11 no las
complc pas non plus al 11 faudra allandre Eragrios fa Ponliqna
pour an avoir nna classiliaalion niall,odi,,nc. Cue fois sauia-
manl, Origaiia appl„inc i, ca sujal la swnbolisina das sept fates
du dragon da EApoaaij-psc ct dc scs dix aorncs, nini's c'ast
pom ranvojar a son fulur cuminanlaire da oc passage, ciui ne
nous est point parvenu (la). Pratiqucmont, sas dnumaralions
do COS riiauvaiscs tendances sent Iras variecs et voiit do deux a
neuf inoinbres (i3). Ce sent dcs idolos qu'il faut dcHrulre dans

CUjrtfi) /N puQ

(11) In Hioremiam, h. l. 7- p g 11 Pci nr. vi t-. .
duction cle Sa^int JerOme) • « rnm'nnV.rinn 1 Mosterrnann, 5 (trti-
qui clivlna verba susceoit' noln rum regua, omnis
pntes sed coiiside.ansT. nias ?c-1™ s a'r°eS';;n'' ''egua et
tas species clolictorum, allogorizct rernm m -
humanas aniraas possedoiuiu » Vmh m nr1 delicta, quae
maladies de rdme, of. In Matth coni t m suivauie. - Sur les
genera peccali ; in lesu Nave ii. 14 2"p" 0 r /a'
Le ferment, In .Numeros li. 23. 7. p'o" £' 750 c % h 373.
iJlH i.aec-'e4p„„o,-o sinsil-

Revelatione Joannis. Scd et decem'conuia^ Sppr " n''' suo in
scrpentinae malitiae et liabontis semantic nrf. quoniarn sunt regna
venire incedcro per peccata. nec modeventrr mr'S'"' naturam. et semper poctorrecomm. _n. 49 0^13" !g73 £d exponere tempus est .. In Matth.

"^oici quelques indications sornmaires • rlcux termr^ • r> r n
9G0 A ; avaritia. libido; — trois • 12 7-,=> r rnniui • : P. Q. 12,

12^.543 BC': ira, inviclim ^unei-Mm mirS ^ -'?"«-ire . io \A VVr\'! .'"H: : 12. 7.52 C : malitia. ira nemutia--

ffZdn/1 \JtCAT&fi
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iiolrc cauii' U/j), dc.s cxcj'oi.s:saiu;i.'.s au.vijuclk-.s il fauL aj)pli(|uei'
la circuiici.-<iuu ipiriUirJIc, pour nous libcrcr de I'oppiolna de
1kgyijic (k)). L'idoc la plus curicuse (pie developpe a i:c sujel
Oj igcnc eL sur laqudle il rcvieuL {ilusieurs fois, csl celU; ipil lui
fail prqiosei- un demon paj liculiur a chacune de ces. iiielina-
litm-. : CO sonl les sej>l. espiils ([ue raniene aycc Ini r(.^s[)i.il
nnmondc quand il revienl occtiper la luaison d'ou il a etc
cliasie. Ceux-ci, loin de se jalouserj s'encoinageiU muluelle-
incnl a laii'e peehci* lame avcc cu.v cl sc rejouisscnl entrc cu.v
d(; ces fornications mullipliecs. Quand eiie triomplie d'eu\,
l ame s'assurc, au coiitiaire, dans le cicl la gloire (]ui dcvait
reveiiir a cliacuii de ces es|)rils per\erUs (16), Aussi est-ce,
avant tout, sur ces tendances que doit porter reffort purifica-
leui- : tant, qu'cllcs n'ont jioinl 616 comnatlues elTicacemen! et
a fond, il est inutile despLucr mener un-e vie exempte dc pcche.

.ritia. superbia ira, inviclia, vana gloria, . alii^ac cuai eis pluriini
m''r eiiiiu gloriae huiiiaiiac concupisceu-tia iiiacuiaiitur, aut cupuJitate avariiiac ijoiiuuntui-, aui Invidiao ac
ii»01js mfenciiate soidoscunt vcl luremis otiii ct irae iinmaiiiiau; vexau-
iji )•. K, c..,., A ; « Doiil'C Ijcccaniu-S. donee regnaiii jji nobis villa nas-
sioiiuin... ojiiHooru.iiii tamoii Aogypti abi.iiuui non csi a iio!)is Si ergo
socunduiii banc circuimasionein accepori.s viuoiaun ct abscideris a te
oniiiu vnuiib iratg snijeridae. invidiae, Ubidjois, avau-iti;iC, iiiicruilatis
viocroruMiaue tumiuuii, tune a ie Aogy.mi abstergeniur opi'i'obi'ia b'
i-ib., L : « Aon aoitue jinagtMoin iorrcni ponat iioinicida ei ineiulax'aut
adulier ei. conviciosiis aut iiueiOrnm conuptor et fur... scd iimlia esi inter

pro diver-siiate peccali — sirpt, 12. 807 !.) ; fOMiicalio.
n<!. <i \ tu itia, J!i\Kl:a, iivor, detracliones, nialeloquia; — M, S'lU : « Nou
cainr non sanguini, non vanao gioriae. non cuiiidiiati, non avaidtiae
non iracundiac. non luvidiao sed qui soli Cbristo, id ost oinnibiLs simui

''i ~ - av; n .- avariiia aliena diripoie. .stu-
• nnoi livor, mvidia, tenudeniia, .suporbia, cnuleliias 12 1370 1) •

« rn.gredere laxunani, scoria, adulleria, di.ai'ederc furta fals'.' testi'-po-'
nia avaritiarn. et oinnoni pecuidao ceterarumciuc rnalaruin reru'in
Co.iCi.pncecLiam... rnendaciuin... iristiiiarn saeculi ». Voir rhoinelic 8
in beviucum. SLU- lo.s divcr.sc.s cspeccs dc Icprc. i nonieiu, «

d't.! In ludic. b. 2, 3 ; a Annon totin.s gontilitatis error liiiic acccbit
exordium duni ea quac inuUum diligum boininc.s doo.s esse volunt ci

ciLubusque viliis et cupiditatibus diviuum iiornen ad.scribunt...
Sic eigo et. nos cum abqiubips vitiis ita dcdiii sumns ut ca ex toto corcle
et tola, anima atque ex totis viribas diligamus, adorare idola et abiisse
post_ deos ahnnos dicimur », P. G. 12. 9r,0 A; bd. Raehrcns 477

(la) \oir le texte de riiomelic 1, 7. In lesu Nave. p. G. 12' 833 A' cite
dans la note l.j; In ep. ad Horn, comni; 1. 2, 13; P G 14 90)9 *

(iCi in bevii. h 12, 7; In Exod. h. 8. 4-5: In lesn Nave h. 1 R • a Ira
•snae gentis angelurn habci Ilanc nisi vicoris in tomctip.so et abscidcris
'Vm iracundiae ac furorbs, locum quern aliquando habuitdie angelii.s capere m haercditaie non poteris » P 0 12 83i r- ^ •
Baehrens, 294. 001 e., tu.
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-b) Daprcs I'orirjiiic dcs pcchcs
Line premiere classification est domiec rm- Tk. r-

p'U'/utciilia (i~) Selun rm'il V ' c au Oc
Ou. di.iiMgu Ps d • ou a.„pp. il
earn., Jacto co,n,E 1
voiuniale mmmissis. £„ vc,.i° Jo Vimir. ! V'"''*;;,

cuUabilii,;.; a.ukVkYvliri''"''™'';
•ilHil, cl aulaill, pic's daliuiliv,. r'a i I I .

I (UMC. ioutcs ce.s faules deiuandeiU e-airmoni ' u
C.^piccs par la ,.0',ilc„cc comroe die. on, , 7 '
n,cs.es cin pardon. Clnv OriCio O^ '"•°-

- la division dcvionl Iriparlile "u'e'l ^9-'.
siqnc en peclies dc pcnscc, di paiolj el d'".r""' '''."""y'" •"
W"'. dc la laiiguc cl dcs nicmbrcs' I>ar/ni •'r'-'
borne a deii.v dcs liois lernies • ath- ei' •

1-;:^ncbXitf^

aulcs cxlcricnrcs ct on profile pour insisler inr' l/ „ rfc

auxqucls Ics cbrelions dc son temps n7allacl.e,il in- "
Poi'tanco, qu'ils visenl Dion on sin.plcncnl Ic pr;;,:,i:'(io:

'̂.oprh la gnwite dcs pcchcs

Ics'̂ traita' cbaT °r"'I '"'"'.""logic P'opre, il in,po,lc dc
in a pail, en faisaiu d'aillcurs coinpldcmcnt

or! 3-16; 4, 1. . •
t'Ir?3'" '̂ ^"l044'cM"i?'pi; ^^7*^^ p 2, a; In lob,
• no Do lapsis, 27-28.
. .(20). In Levlt. It., 14_ 0.3
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noiiv. couii' (i/i), dc.s cxc/ui^saiicos aiixtjucllcs il fauL ap|jii(juer
la ciicoiicisioii ^piritu.dlo, poiir iious libc-icr tic ropprubtc tic

b Idcc la ])lns cuiicLisc tpic tlcveIop[)e a t.'c sujcl
Oj igciic t;l sur latiucllc 11 rcviciil plusicurs fobs, csl colic qiii Im
fait prcposer un tltbiioii jiailiculicr a ciiacuiic tic ccs iuclina-
lions : CO <ont ics sc])!. c^piil:^ <pic laiubiic aycc lni rcs{)rit
iJiinioadc tjuaiul 11 rcvlcnl occiijicr la iiialsoii tl'ou 11 a bit;
•ciia^ic. Ccux-cl, loin dc sc jidousci-, s'ciictnuagcid inutiicllc-
inciil a falrc pcclicr 1anic avcc cnx el se rcjoiilss.cnl cnlrc cti\-
dc ccs fonilcallons multlpllccs. Quand cilc trlompbc d'cux,
I'anio s'assuie, an conlialrc, dans ie del la gloli'e t]ai dcvalt
rcNcnir a cbacun dc ccs csprils per\(.'rils (iG). Anssl csl-cc,
avanl loul, sur ccs tendances t]ue doll purler I'dTorl purllitan
tcur ; lanl qu'cllcs n onl jiolnl etc coniballucs ciricaccincnt el
a fond, 1! csl iimlllt^ trcspcicr rncncr une vie exciuple tie pctdie.

iliia,^ supOibia, ira iiiyitlia, vaiia ^;Ioria, « aliique cum c's alurimi
fl'/'ciiim gloi'iae aumanao concupisceii-ti..p .HdCLilantur, aui, cupidilatc avatuiac ijollumaur, aiii invidiae ac
-n 01 iS ir!rcuc!i.atc soiiioscmu voi furemis odii et irac iuiinauiiaU! vcxau-
U:i p i-, -X ; « Uoucc j.jcccaiiuis. doiicc rogiiani in nobis vitia i)ai>
bimiUiP..., Qicaoi.ii'iuiii iauioii Aeyyiit! ablamin litjii e=L a uobis. Si ersu
pp uiimii;; hauc cu'cuiDcisioiiein accoi.ici'is vitioi-um ci a'nscidoris a le
xi.nc \ai!!;ii irao 3U[ierj:i:ac, in\'i(iiae, libidinis, avaritiac, iuiquitatis
apmmumquc simiiiuiii. tcnc a te Aegynti absici-a:aniur opprobria ..
i-.'.) L : « :Xon aeque juiaginoin uarciii i.oriai homicicla ei mondax'aut
aauiicr t't cuiiviciosus auL[lucrorum corrupior ct far... .sed muita (\sL iiiUM'
ib:.05 diiici'cmia pro divorsitaic peccaii «; — ^rp/. 12, SG7 1) • foruicatio
ud, dwuina, liiwd'.a, livor, doiraclioucs, m;.i)cjo(p.ua; — l-'t S'lO V • « Noa'

iioii cupidiiati, 'non avariUao.
lUMuiac scd qai soli Clii'isto, id o.st Oimiiba.s simul

>p lU. .p.-. -c! \ idi, a; - 7icii/ : ip [i.iCi I) ; at'arilia alicaa diripei o, sta-
rirua:, liU'or, nvor, mvidia. leiiiuifMitia, .saijorbi.a, cradclitas 12 1.3'>b l) •
0 Uigrcacrc iuxunam, scoria, odalicria, digi-edero furla, fals.a lestimo-
nm avaruiam. et onuieai pocaaiac cmtHararnque rnalaiLim reraiii
concupucciniam.. ineiidaciain... tristiliam saoculi ». Voir I'liomolie 8

iticaai. sur Ics divorscs espcce.s de lc[)! e.

r.vilr-!?-''• ^ toiias geruiiitatis "error hinc accrqdtf.xoiduaa dam ea quae muliam diligum hoiidrio.- deo.s es^e volant da
humani.s nuibasquc vitas el cupiditatibas diviaam aomen adscribant.d

ic eigo ei nos cum aliqiubijs vails iia dodili sumu.s ut ea ex toto cordo
ei toia. aiuma aiquo ex totis viribus dili.camu.s, adoraro idola ot abiisse

dicimur ». P. G. 12. 9fi0 A: dd. Bachrcns 477
(la) Aoir Ic texte de I'homeiie 1, 7, In lesu rvive. P. G. d' S33 -V- rite

oans la note 13; In ep. ad Rom. comm. 1. 2, 13- p G 14 900" ' '
(Ifi; In bevu. h 12, 7; In Exod. h. S. 4-.=); In le'sn Nave, h. 1.'6 • « Ira '

aiige.um laiDCt Ilanc nisi viceris in temotipso et'absciderisabri te oiiines rnom.^ iracuncano ac furoris, locum Quem aliouando habait
haercclitate non poteris ^ P. G. 12, C; 6d •
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sr::'rr,ul disUngucr" ie. "
-/•'•M/' //,,./ • . ^Aieiaans . tanLului corporalin-fo^io coninus.sis et les Intci'ler. • •/ -
'̂ oianluU contmissU En vc.h, ,I I • p'""'""""'

• ir^ co.n,poHenl n.^ne ., bf'

c,epice. pa.; la p^„i,e„ao co.ndc 'laf^ll^.r le "
"losses (lu pa,,-Jon. ci.ey. Ori-ene (.8) ,-1 , r .
)a division cleyie.U Iripaniie A'cst a li r ' , .(,9),
.1,™»o..-
cceur, dc la languc cl des membres iN.fob i"', ' "d "
borne aden.x des Irois ter.nes •ac e- 1 ,
ios. Ils sent d'aeco,-d avcc TerinilV ''ensecs, a,des cl pare-

s:r,--,s:A~f:xSv

aurequels Ics clnelicns dc son Icmps n\al'lad,c,U p-, a"'''"''
Poi-tancc. cpdils viscnl Dion on .Lp,o.nom

T"' P'opre, il i,npo,to dc•s ira.lc. clnacun a part, en faisa.u d'aillon.s ccnplacmcnl

('«' in' S"-""-?' A *• i-
h. 2. .S; ,n .loh

l.'v'l"p.'aIS-IAi'S Tb Mom.-;
(1? Dc lapsls. 27-2,809) pc lapsls, 27-is.
(bOj In Lsvlt. h.. 14, 2-3
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absh'ii-clion dc nos nianicrcs dc voir actucllcs a cc sujcl, lci>
merncs inols no rcpondanl pas loujours cn celtc matiurc au\
mciiies idcos, par cxemplc Ics teniics vcnialia ct niorUdia. CcUa

. inalicre cst, cn cffcl, cliez Ics anciens, domincc par deux Icxlcs
scripUiraircs ddiilorprctalion diHicilc cl aiixquels on fait pcrpc-
tucllenienl. allusion sans sc prcoccuper den fixer Ic sein pic-
cis ni d'cM determiner le rai.port avec I'enseinblc dc la doc
trine evanL''eiiquc sur la remission des peclies. Ccsl daboio
r'afTlrination du grand-pretrc llcli, a propos des faules dc scs
•enfants ; « Si un hornine. pcche conlrc un anli'c bommc, Dicu
intervienl comnu^ arbilre, mais.si c'cst contre laliNNch qu il
pccliCj qui intcrcedcra pour lui ;* » (I Sam., a, aa). Doii lii
dislinclion enlrc Ics peclics contrc Dicu, plus graves, et les
pcches contrc rhommc. C'est cnsuitc Ic tcxtc dc la i'" epitrc
de saint Jean (5,iC) ; « Si quelqu'un voit son frere commettant
iin pcchc qui n'cst point pour la mort, il imcra et il lui don-
ncra la vie, a ccux qui nc pecbcnt point poui' la mort; il y a
un peclic pour la mort, ce n'est point pour cclui-la quc je dis
de prier )>. C'est dircctcmcnt cn depcndancc de cc dernier text')
si obscur qu'il cst question dans nos autcurs de pcc/rc morlc'. :
les Grccs ernploient gcneralcment rcxpression menu- dc sainl
Jean ; pros thanalon; les Latins soit cclle dc pcccalu.ni ad inor-
^em, soit ccllc dc pcccaUun morlalc, quo Ton trouve naturclle-
mcnt aussi dans Ics traductions latines d Oi'igcne.

Je suivroi dans cette etude 1ordre chronologiquc.

I, Tertullien

Dans Ics ouvragcs antcricurs an Dc pudicilio, on ne rclcvc
guerc que quatrc tcxtcs a signaler sur cc sujet, Ic premier,
dcja cite (ai), dc V/Ulv. Marcionera, 4, 9, oppose aux autrcs
peches Ics sept dclicla capUolia; de son cote, le Dc palicntia, 0.
au cours d'un devcloppeinent ou Terlullicn vent monticr dans
Vinipalienlia la source dc tons les peches, aprc-s avoir cnu-
mere la colere, riiomicidc, la haine, la cupidite, ladultere,
arretc son enumeration cn disant : « Hacc ut principolia penes

(21) Voir la note 10.

L.v rocrin.NE de i,.\ rKMTEACi-: .\i; m sircri-, oa

Dominum dclicta )>. En ternics dilTerenls, la mcmc idee se
retrouve dans Ic dcveloppemenl qui ouvrc Ic Dc 'd.ololatria, i ;
aprcs avoir cxpliquc comment Eidolatrie conlicnl tons Ics
peches : riiomicidc, ratiultcre, Ic stuprc, la fraude, en ailir-
inant exprcsscmcnt quc ccs trois dcrnicrs, coinme rhoinicide,
donncnt la mort, « moilem afferunt », il op[)ose a ccs <( /alia
crirnina, tain exiliosa, tarn dcvoratoria S(dutis )>, les autres cga-

Icmcnl rciifermes dans I'idolatric, (( Ics concupisccnliac otn.-
culi, Vambilio cultus cl ornalus, les la.'scivlac ct cbrictatcs,
I'iniiistitia, la vanilas, Ic nicndaciuin » ct il conclut ; « lla fit
ut omnia in idololatria ct in omnibus idololalria dcjirehcnda-
tur )>. Un pen plus loin, au chapitrc 11, il parlc des (jraviora
dclicla qui ne doivcnt jias ctre envisages seulcmcnt cn cux-
mcmcs, mais aussi dans leiirs causes et il y mentionnc Ic noii
levior rcalus qu'ils cntraincnt.

G'cst dans Ic Dc pudicilia (jue rcvient ic plus souvent cctte
distinction cntrc fautcs plus graves ct moins graves, mais ici
clle est tout entiere cornmandec {lar I'idec fondamcnlale du
traite : l'op{)Osition cntrc Ics pcchcs remissibies et Ics pcchcs
irrcmissiblcs. Tcrtullicn Ic proclamc ncttcment (19, 510) ;

« Nam nec ipsi excidimus a ({ua digrcss.i surnus distinctione
dclictorurn », c*cst-a-dire la distinction failc au debut (a, 1:1).

Cc scrait done se trompcr tout a fail que do cherchcr dans
•celte oeuvre une disti'ibution dcs faules s'inspirant du mcmc
point de vuc quc notre thcologic actucllc ct d'tdcntiPicr rcs-
pcctivcmcnt Ics [icchcs remissiblcs ct irremissiblcs avec cc quc
nous nommons pcchcs venicls et pcclics mortcls (aa). Son
point de vue cst autrc et nc pent sc supcrposcr 5 celui-ci. II
s'agit exclusivemcnt de distingucr les pcchcs quc Dicu pent

(22) II n'cst pas possible, en offet. vu la declaration formelle du Dc
pudicitia, 19, 23, de distinguer ici trois categories de fautcs : 1) cclles de
19, 23, a delicta cottidianae incursionis quibus omnc.s stnius obiccti »,
qui correspondraicnt nos fautes vcnicllcs d'aujourd'hui; 2) cclles do
7, 15-10, qui seraicnt des fautos. inortcllcs mais moins graves que 3) Ics
c( dclicta capitalia » irrdmissibles, dnumdrt^s 19, 25. Le paralltSlismc cst
complct cntre le clmputrc 7. on Tertullicn s'e.xplique sur les paraboles
du bon pasteur et de la draclune perdue et le chapitre 19, ou il renvoie
exprpssdment ii la division bipartite arfirmde dvs Ic ddbut (2, 12) et dont
il ddclare (19, 28) qu'.il ne s'est point dcartd ; « Nam ncc ipsi excidimus a
Qua digressi sumus distinctionc delictorum «. Done, pas au ch. 7.
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abslractioii clc nos manicrcs dc voir actucllcs a cc sujcl, Icb
mOnics mols nc rcpondajil pas toujours eii cellc inatierc au\
inuiues idccs, par cxenijdc les tenncs vcnialia cl Tuorlulia. Cctlt'
matierc cst, cn cffcl, chez Ics anciens, domlnec par deux Icxlcs
scripluraircs d'inlcrprclalion dillicilc el aux(iucls on fail pcrjaj-
luellcmenl allusion sans sc preoceupcr d cn fixer ic sens pie-
cis ni d'cn delerininer Ic rajii)orl avec rcnscmblc dc la doe-
Irinc evangcliquc sur la remission des pacbes. Cesl daboid
r'anirmation du grand-prelre lleb, a propos dcs faules dc scs
enfanls : « Si un hoiiimc, pcclic contrc un aiilrc liommc, Dieu
inlcrvienl cominc arbilrc, niais,si c'esl conlrc laliwch qu il
pccbc, qui inlcrccdcra pour lui ? » (I Sam., a, ao). Don la
disliI'lClion cnlrc Ics pcchcs c.onlre Drciq plus gia\es, el Ics
pcclics conlrc i'hommc. C'csl cnsuitc Ic toxic do la i'" epilre
dc saint .loan ('o,iG"i -: « Si quelqu'im voit son frere comibcllanl
un pcchc qui n'csl point, pour la mort, il pricra et il lui don-
ncra b,\ vie, a ccux qui nc pccbcnl point poui" la morl; il y a
un pccbo pour la rnort, cc n'esl point pour cclui-la quc jc dis
dc pi'icr », C'csl dircclcmcnl cn depcndancc de cc dcrmcr text-;
si obscur qu'il csl question dans nos aulcurs dc pccl.ic nioitc. .
les Grccs cmploienl gencralcment Tcxprcssion mcmc de sain!
Jean : pros tkanoAon; les Latins soil cclle dc pcccaium ad /nor-
kun, soil cclle dc pcccaluni rnorlalc, quo Ton Irouve nalurcllc-
menl aussi dans lcs Iraductions lalines d'Origcnc..

Je suivrai dans cctle elude I'ordrc chronologiquc.

j l^f ^

ifVKT

' . , I: Teivtullien

Dans Ics ouvragcs anleriours an Dc pLidicilia, on nc icle\c
guorc quc qualrc tcxics a signaler sur cc sujcl, Ic premici,
dcja cite (ai), dc VAdv. Marcioncm, h, 9, oppose aux aulres
peclies Ics scpt dcliclo. capilolia; dc son cole, Ic Dc prdicntia, 0.
au cours d'un dcvclopncmcnt ou Tcrlullicn vcul montrcr dans
Viiyipaticntia la source dc tons Ics pcclies, aprc-s avoir cnii-
mere la cole.re, rhomicidc, la hainc, la cupiditc, radultcro,
arrelc son enumeration cn disant : « Haec ut principtalia penes

I•f*' tr

(21) .Voir la note 10.
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Dominuin dclicla ». En Icrmes dilTcrcnls, la memo idee so

relrouN'c dans lo dc\(dop[jemenl qui oinrc Ic Dc nhjlolairia, 1 :
apres avoir cxpliquc c^ommcnl Lidolaliae conliciil • tous Ics
pcches ; riiomicidc, radullcre, Ic sluprc, la fraude, cn allir-
manl cxprcssomcnl quc ccs Irois dcrniers, com me I'liomicidc,
donncnl la morl, (c imjrlom affcrunl », il oppose a ces « talla
crirnina, lam cxitiosa, lam devoral<.)ria sahitis », les autrcs ega-

Icmcnl rcnfcrmes dans Lidolalric, a Ics concupisccnUac sat.-
culi, I'ambitio callus ct ornutus, Ics lasciuiac ct cbric'atcs,
Viniustitia, la vatiiLas, Ic nicndaciuin » el il conclul ; « lla fit

ul omnia in idololalria el in omnibus idololalria dej)rclienda-
tur ». Un pen plus loin, au cliapilrc 11, il parle dcs graviora
dclicla qui nc doivcul p;is ctic envisages sculcmcnl cn cu.x-
mcmcs, mais aussi dans.lcurs causes cl il y mcnlionne Ic noti
levior rcalas qu'ils cnlrainenl.

Cost dans le Dc pudicilia (pie rcvicnl Ic plus souvcnl ccllc
distinction cnlrc faiilcs plus graves c( moins graves, mais ici
die est lout enlicrc command(:e par Lidee fondamcnlalc du
trait(i : I'opposilion cnlrc Ics {)(:clms rd'missibles cl Ics pitches
irr'emissiblcs. Tcrlullicn Ic proclamc nellcmcnl (19. sa) :
« Nam nec ipsi cxcidimus- a (jua digressi sumus distinclionc
dcliclorum », c'cst-a-dirc la dislinclion failc au debut (2, 12).

Cc scrail done sc li'ompcr lout a fail cp.ic dc chcrchcr dans
ccllc ceuvrc unc dislribulion dcs faulcs s'inspirant du mcnie
point dc vuc quc noire llmologic actucHc cl d'idcntifier rcs-
peclivcincnt Ics j)(2ches riimissiblcs et irriimissiblcs avec co quc
nous nommons pecluis vcnicls et pechcs morlcis (22). Son
point de vue esf aulrc ct nc pent sc supcrposcr h ccUii-ci. II
s'agit cxclusivemcnl de distingucr les p(^;ch(;s quc Dicu pent

(22) II n'cst pas possible, cn effct. vu la declaration lormcllc nu Oc
juuUcitia, 19, 22, clc disMnguer lei trois categories dc faules : 1) colics de
19, 23, a dclicta cottlciianac incursiorsis Quibus omncs siinus ol)iocti »,
f(ui corrospondraicni a nos fautes vcnicl'.cs d'aujourd'hui; 2) celicis do
7, 15-lG. cp-ii scraicnt dcs fauics rnortellcs mais nioins graves que 3) Ics
« delicta capitalia » irr(5missil,)li:^s, eiiumcr^s 19, 2."). Le paralit^lismo cst
coinplot entre Ic cliaj)itrc 7. on Tertullicn s'cxplique sur les paranoles
du bon pasteur ct de la draclune perdue et le cbapitrc 10, oil il rcnvoio
ftxpressdnient h la division bipartite an'irnieo dfis lo dObut (2, 12) ct dont
il ddblare (19, 28) qu'il ne s'cst point dcarte : « Nam ncc ipsi cxcidimus a
qua digressi sumus distinctione dellctorum ». Done, pas au eh. 7.
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seul renicUrc, vii Iciu* purticulierc gravitc el ceux tlonl I'Eglise
pciil accorcJcr dijcclcnicnt !e pardon. Lcs i)rcniiers, niaiora,
sent irrcinissibilio, souiiiis a la dainncJio, .qui iidlige imc
pocna ct s idcnlilicnt avcc Jcs pcclics in Dcuni cL Ics pcchcs
ad niorlcin, j)our Icsquel-s il n'y a j)oinl lieu a iiitcrccssion; ils
doivcnt elrc robjct d'unc sollicilude i)realable, eiTipocluuil de
les connnctlrc. Lcs seconds, niinora, ^onl, rcniissibilia, soumis
a la casligatlo, susccptiblcs de vcnla, el s'identificjU avcc les
pcchcs ill hoinincin el nan ad inoiicin. II y a place pour cux a
poslulalio (?.3). Une phrase resume parfaitcmenl sa pcnsee
(Dc pud., I, 19) : « Nee cniin mocchia el fornicatio de nicdiis
el modicis daVicVii dcjailabuntur, iil ulrumquc conipelat el sol-
liciludo quac praecavcl el sccurilas quac indulgcl, scd cum ca ,
sint quac cidnicn criniinutn Icncanl non ca[nunl el indulgcri
quasi niodica-ci praccaveri quasi maxima ». Celte phrase fait
allusion a la ^tiieorie fallacicuse developpee inimediat'emcnt
avarit ce passage, d'apres laquelle il y aurait opposition cntre
les mcsures dc in ecaulion ])rises pour eviler unc faule cL le
pardon accoide apres la cliule: on iie saurail prevoir les dcu.\.
en meme temps el les ai)pliquer simultaneiucnt : scules,
laisse-t-il enfendrc, les faulcs legeies sonl suscepliblcs de cc
double traitement,

C'est dans eel ordrc dc cojisideralions ct par rapport au pou-
Yoir de remission propre a rLglise cl a ceiid quo, scion sa Ihco-
ric, Dieu s csl icscive, quit faul intcipietcr Ics qualifications
employees. Icrlullicn, laissanl cxpressemcnl cle cote, coinmc
hors classc, a cause de Icur dnormitc, Ics faules contre nature

mundantur quao quis in fratrein iion Deuia
aG.niscnt. la : iSiihil postoa allL^ure id est retinero mandassct nisi
lorte ea qnae in Poininuin non in fiati-cin quis adiniscrit; nraeiudicaUir
ennn non dinnlienda in Douin delicia cum in liomine admissa dorian-
tur \oir, sur ce sujot, tout, le chaiiitre. - 2, I-i : Sed ot loannos docebit,
I ep. JO D, IG, ex profo>s,0; 19, 27-28, qui clot la discussion sur la
pensee de stunt Jean, ihid., 1'>-2G. — Le princiiic esi formule 2 12-10 :
Lausas pacnuentiao dclicta condicimus; haec dividimus in duos exitus •

•alia erunt remissihilia, alia irreniissibilia. Secundttm quod ncinini
dUDiurn est alia castigaponem merer!, alia daninaiinnem. Omne delic-
tum aui venia^ dispungit aut poena. vcnia ex castigatione, poena ox

I f Icxte de la la loannis, il conclut ;Ita u.-i est postulatlonis illic ctiarri reniissionis; ulii nee postulatlonls,
ibl aeque nec rcmissionls.- Socundmn hnnc dlfforontlam dellctorum oae-
nitentiae quoque condido discriminntur. •

L.\ l)OC]'iU.\l'. I)i', I.A IlAClC .VC
m" siKeL!:; a;

(d, u) cst amoiie a distinguci- deux categinies de faiites s'idcjili-
liaiit resiieelivemenL avec Jes deux pi'Oeedeiites ; des pcccala ou
(^liita suriitna (i, 19)^ niaxinia (i, 19; ;>oj (jui occupcnl Ic
culinen: criininani (i, .19)^ cupiluiui (9, ;.o; ;> i, i/j; ef. \du
Marc., principalia (5, 5; cf. Dc palicnlia, 5), maiora {i-,
?.b, iS, 17), fjraviora (19, ao;, cxiliusa (19, afi, cf. Dc idol., i)

: inorlalia/dd, 3; 19, .8 bis; ai, a) et les media (1, 19), mcdiucrUi
(7, '2o), niodicu (i, 19 bis), minora, Icviora (18, 17}, collidianae
mxursionis (19, a3). Ces tlerniers seuls sont rcmissibilia, dona-
bilia, par opposition aux i>remiers qui reslent, en ee qui con-
•cerne 1Lglise, irrcmissibiHu, inconccssibilia (a, ra-i.'i; 9, ao,
12, 6; i3, 14; ifi, 5; jj- . nnsquam cxpiabili; 18, 17;
19, 28; 22, 3). Nous rcviendrons plus loin sur cet tispeci parib
culicr du probiemc. Pour le moment, i] sulTil de lecueiliir les
e.xemples jiar lesquels Terlullien eclaire sa pcnsc'e.

On parle courammcnl de Irpis jiOches irremissibles el cell,."
mamere de parlcr esl, sinon imposee, du inoins f;nori<et> pn,-
Ics nombreux lexles ou Terlullicu associe radullere a riimni-'

. cide el tr l'idolatric et s'ctiorcc de prouver tpie, participant
a la mcmc gravile, ces Irois fanles doivent parliciper an mcme
cbatimcnf. Mais si ron lient compic des diverses allusions fai-
Ics aux dchcla rjraviora, on verm aiscmcnt que, merne siippo-
see exacte cello assertion, cos Irois dclicla scraient aconsidoror,
moms cornmc des pe(:lie..s individualises que comme dcs genres
aiixcpiels sc rapjiorlynt un ccriain nombre d'espucc.s differen-
les, C'est. ainsi, par cxcmplc, que pour ridolalrio, scule cclle
mamere de voir pcrmcl d'y ramener les IVmtes d'aposfasie ct de
blaspheme exprcssement signalccs. Mais le proc'ede rcste incf-
icace, car d autres faulcs designees nommcmenl comme rcn-
trant dans le categoric des faulcs, «quae veniam non capianl »
•sont irrcduclibles a I'une quelconque de ces trois classes. Lc
mieux est done d'abandonncr, du moins en cc qui conccrnc
lerlulhen, unc manierc de parler Irop simplificalrice et do
aisser a sa pcnsee et a son expression toute leur complexite
Laccord csl d'ailleurs complel ici, eiUre Ic De pudicitia ct Ics
ouvragcs anterieurs. Avcc I'n/ofofafna et I'homicidium sont
denonces commc particulieremcnt graves les divorses fantes
contre les moeurs, la frans, h negaUo, ]a blasphcnin, lo faU
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soul renicltrc, vii Icur paiticiiliurc gravilc cl ccux doiil TEglise
pcut accorder direclcnicnt le pardon. Lcs premiers, niaiora,
sont irrciriissibilia, soiiiiiis ii ia dainnalio, qui iiidige iiiic
pocna et s'idcntineiit avec les peclies in Dciun cl Ics peclu's
ad morlcni, ])our lesquels il n'y a point lieu a intercession; ils
doivcnt etre 1objel d'une soliicilude prealable, einpccbant de
les cominettie. Les seconds, niinora, sonl rcinissibilia, souinis
a la castigalio, susceptiblcs de vcnia, ct s'identificnt avec Ics
pechcs in hoinincni cl non ad inoticin. II y a place pour cux ii
postulalio (23). Uiie i)hrase resume paifaitcment sa pensee
(De pud., I, ig) : (( Nee cnim inoechia et fornicatio do tncdiis
et niodicis deliclis deimtabunlur, ut ulrumquc coinjx'tat ct sol-
liciludo quae proecavcl et sccuritas quac indulge!, scd cum ca
sint quac culnien criminuin tencant non capiunt ct indulgeri
quasi rnodica el j)raecavcri quasi maxima ». Cctlc plirase fait
allusion a la 'Ibeorie falliicieuse developpec immediatemcnl
avanf cc passage, d'apj'es laquelle il y aurait opposition enlre
Ics mesurcs do precaulion prises pour eviler une faute cL le
pardon aceorde apres la cbule; on ne saurail prevoir Ics deux
en memo temps ct Ics aj)pliquer simultanciner.l : seules,
lais3c-l-i] ent(Uidre, les faules legcrcs sont susceptibles de ce
double traitcment.

Cost dans cct ordrc de considerations et par rapport au pou-
voir de remission propre a rLglisc et a celui quc, selon sa thco-
rie, Dieu sVst rcsciNe, qu'il faut interpreter les qualifications
employees, lertullicn, laissanl cxpressemcfit de ccMc, cominc
hors classe, a cause dc leur enormilc, los faules conlre nature

o/"'T-' quae quis in fratrein non Dounl"-L d-'y -Niln. ivisteu ailLqare id e.st rotinore niandasset nisilortt ca guac in nomimun non in fratrcin quis adiniscfit; nraciudicauir
eriiin non diniittenda ia Deurn dc-iicta cum in liomine admissu donan-

T nr. sujct, lout, ie chaiiitrc. —2, 1-1 : .Sed ct loaunes docebit,I cp. lo. 0. IG ex profcsso; 19. 27-2S, qui clot l:i discussion .sur la
pen^ce^ de sairii Jean, ibid., li-26. — Le principe est foiinule, 2 12-16 :
Causa3 pnonut'ntioe delicta condicimus; ha^c dividinius in duos exltus :

irrenii-ssihilia. Socundum quod nomini
duUum e^t alia ca^iigaUonom mereri, aiia daniiiationem. Omne delic-
tum aut veni.i dispiuigU aut poena. venla ox ca.otigationo, poona ox

v}- 'f'"" f texte de la la Iohnni.s, 11 conclut ;Ita uni est po5iuIatl9nis ilhc etiarn roniisslonis; ubi nee postulatlonis
ibi aeqne ncc romissionls. .Socundiim Imnc rllffofontiam dellcforum pae-
nifentlao quoque condiclo dlscrindnatur.

La DOcriii.M; dk la au iif siian.i.

(/l, 5} csl amene udislingiier deux categories de faules s'idciiti-
luuit respeclivemeiit avec les deux precddeiites ; des pcccala on
(Llitla sanuiia (i, ig), nuwinia (i, ig; oo) <|ui occupent le
culmcn criminuin (i, ig), capilulia (g, 20; 21, i/i; cf. Ada.
.Marc., 4, g), principalia (5, 5; cf. Dc pallcnlia, 5), nialora (17,
20; 17). iP'o^Mora (ig, 20), cxlliosa (ig, 20, cf. Dc idol., ij'
morluliax'6, 3; ig, 28 bis; 21, 2) ct les media (1, uj), mcdiocria
(7, 20), modica (I,, ig bis), minura, leviora (iS, 17), collidianae
incursioms (ig, ^Sj. Ces derniers seuls sont rcmissibilia, doiui'
bilia, par oppositioji anx premiers qui rcstent, en cc qui con-
•ce.iiie 1Lglise, irreniissibilia, inconccssibilia (2, 12-1 j; g, 20,
12, 6; i3, i4; lb, 5; 17^ j-. cxpiabili; 18, 17;
ig, 28; 22, 3). Nous re^•ielulr()ns plus loin siir eel aspect parll-
cuher dn probleme. Pour le moment, il sulTit de recueillir les
cxcinples par lesquels Terlullien eeiaire sa pcnsce.

On parle courammenl do Irois ];ecbes irremis'.ibles et cctte
mamere de parlor est, sinon injposee, du inoins fa\oiisee, par.
les nombrcux textes ou Tertullien assoeie radulteiu a l liomi-
c,dc et a Pidoiatrie et s'efforee de prouver quo, particii.unt
a la meme grayile, ces trojs faules doivetil paiiieiper au meme
cliatimcnl. Mais si Ton lieiU compte des diverscs allusions fai-
tcs aux delicla gravUmi, on vcrra aisement quc, meme supno-
see exacte cetle assertion, ces trois delicta seraient a considerer,
moms conmie des peeh6s individualises quo eomme des genres
aii.v(iuels sc rap])ortenl iin ceriain n.unbre d'espcccs difieren-
tes. C'cst ainsi, par cxemple, qua pour ndolatrie, scule cctte
mamcre dc voir pcrmct d'y ramciier les fautcs dapostasic ct dc
blaspheme exprcsseincnt signalecs. Mais Ic proce^Ie reste iiief-
ficacc, car d'autres fautes desigriees nommcmcnt comme rcn-
trant dans lo catc^ric des fantes, uquae venium non capiant »
•sont irrcduclibles a I'unc quelconque de ces trois classes. Le
mieux est done d'abaiidonner, du moins en ce qui conccrne
Icrlulheii, unc maniere de parlor Irop simplificatrice cl de
aisser a sa pcnsee ef a son expression toule leur complexite
Laccord cst d'allleurs complet ici, cnlrc Ic Dc pudicifia cl Ics
ouvragcs anterieurs. Avec Vidololatria ct Vhomicidhim sont
denonces commc parliculieremcnt graves Ics diverse.s fautes
contre Ics mmurs, la fraus, la ncgatio, la blasphcnin, Ic fnU
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Siitn Icslinioniii111, c cl vio!a(io tcmpli l.)ci >' (-i/i)*
Quant aux faulcs moins graves, deux passages paralleles du

f.)c pudkilia 0, <-d 19. en olTi;ent uno eninneialion inle-
icssante el quelque pen deconcerlante, dans son pele-niele,
pour noire nianieie d a[)preeiei'. Cesl le cas de sc lappelei Ic
point do vue Ires special ou s'esl place Tertuilien ; la distinc-
lion enlre les faules que I'liglise pent absoudre el cellos que,
vu leui' gravile, elle ne peul reinellrc. bes picnneres sonl les
faules auxquelles on esl (.[uolidienneinenl expose (15, ai); leiii'
refuser le pardon ccclesiastique sorail reiulre impossible a tons
le salul. Ainsi, se mcllre en colere sans raison el y pcrseverer.
an dela du coucber du soleil,. frappcr ou injuricr quelqu'un,
juror au liasard, inanqucr de [)arole, inonlir par respect Im-
main ou par neccssile, suee-oniber a I'linc dc cos nonibreusos
[cnlaliojis qui nous guellenl,dams les affaires, la pi'ofos^ion, Ic
iicsrocc, ICS repas, 1excrcice do la vue el de 1CHiic. Ailleuis (y>
10), aux nieines fanies graves irreinissibles, il oppose I'assis-
tance aux speclaclcs mondains, la cooperalion comi)laisan[e
aux aclcs d'idolalrie poses par aulrui, l inadverlancc a laissei
echappcr quclquc parole pouvanl s'inlcr[)rcler commc unc
negalion de la foi ou un blaspheme Cost ce quo deja, dans Ic
Dc idoiolalria, i, par oi'ip)Osilion aux ci'iiydno. ((mi cxUiosa, tain
dcvoratoi ia salutls, 11 designail comme moins grave ; concupis-
ceniiac i^accuJi, ainbitio cuUus cl ornalus, lascioiac ct cbrictalcs,
iniiistitiii. On voil combien parcillcs enumerations laissenl
a dcsircr pour la precision el le dosage de la gravile objective
dcs fautcs. ;

(24) I.cs trois toxtes esscnticls sent : VAdvcrsiis MarrAoncm. 4, 9, le Dc
i'lniolairiu 1, If De pudicUia, lo, 25. Ils out cu coniruun I'Uiololairia,
Vhornici'Liinn, Yndnllcrium [mnechin). le stunnivi (tornicntio), la fraus.
La ncnfAio et la blnsphcinia scut oinlscs par le Dc idoiolalria; le fal^vvi
tcslirdointnn u'est incntiounc que par VAdncr^a^ Marcioiunn. Dc. cc_s
(f'xtes, il faut lapproeher lo Dc pudicitia, 9, 9 ou Ton a « mocchi. forni-
ratorcs, idninlnirac, IdaspiLcmi, Ti.coolOrcf; el omve apo.^talarinn firnva^".
II n'y a contradiction entro ces toxtes ot cclui du Dc pudicitia.
7. 15, oil parini les fautes moins graves sont signal^es « in ministeriuin
ajne;i,e idd'atrC'ic alii'ii.M.s artes adhibuit aut incuriosius in vevbinu
ancipili'; nogationis aut blasphemiac impegit ». II s'agit solt de fautes
oil i'inadvorlance tempern la culpabilite. soif d'une coopdration clout le
sens e.st bien dclaird par le De idololatria.

L.\ liOCTiu.M-; i)i; .vu lu'' sircui:; dl

2. OuiOK.M::

11 n y a pas grand chose a gianer ehez Clemiixt D'Aimx.\.M.iun:
el SAINT Uh'I-'Ol-vte. Clen.ienl se eonlenle, a piupos du/fe.xle de
lepilrc joanniquc, de rappcler qu'elle elablil nne i?lislinciion
enlre les peches, sans s'cxpliquer davanUige (20^ La peiisee
d llippolylc rcssoii de ses allatjucs conccrnanl lypnpi.; Calliste,
sur lesquches il y aura lieu de revenir plu.s loin'; il lui I'ejirocbe
expressemenl d'avoir mainteiiu en charge, tyi lieu de les depu-
ser, Ics evecpios coupables d'uii peche proi/lhanalon (adj.

Ell revanche, Origene abonde en allii^alions sur cede ma-
liere; sa pensee esl la plus complexe A la phis nuahcee que
nous Irouvions au 111° siccic, 11 pose (A priiici[je que los peciies
sont inegaux (27); 11 y a enlie euxync dirfcrence, en rais<m de
la qualile aussi bieirque de la (junntite. Line sanction jnopor-
tionnce leur esl allril^uce par l^eu (28). Oii rclroii\cra lioiu:
ciiez liii les deux series de qu/lilicalions relevecs chcz Tcrtul-
lien; d'un cole, les pechcs d0icilia (chalcpu), gravioru, (jravia,
pinguia, jTiaxima, magnaj/dc i'aulre, Ics facilia, coinniunia,
Icvia, leviora, tcnuia, rmninia, niinora, parva, qu'il ai-'iielle
encore anthropina, pai'-opposilion sans doule aux pcches coai.re
Dieu ou simjilcmeni/dans itn sens analogue a cede coUidiana
incudsio donl parleyrerlullien (29).

(25) Stromata, 11, 15, P. G. S. 1094 DC; cd. Slaehiiu, i-'.S, 19-24. Clbmoiit
y (listiugLie \ iLatuait ia clo \.udii;ci:u;, scion Ic Ciiractoro volontairc cm
involontaire de la faute. Ce passage a ete dtudie plus haul, Bullelin,
1929. pp. 30-31.
^^(20) Philosophournena, JX, 12, P. G., 10, 338G B, ed. Wendiand, 249,

(27) In Ezech. h. 9, 2. Voir le toxle, note 29 ci-anies.
(28) Lo textc est analyse plus loin ; « Ita ergo ununiquocUuio poccatum

pro^qualitate vel quanlitate sui poenaruni iu.sta persolvit ». In Lcvit. ii.
(29) Void les passages cssentiols ; In Levit. b. 14, 3 (P. G. 12 aOl-.aO-

6d. Bachrens, 482) : Patantcs enim Icvc vcl facile iioc cssi^ pcccafuni (do
la languc) non facile cavent (facile an sens diymologiqiie cie veniel :
C{ui est facilciucnt iiardoruio) (554 C). Qi.iaeciam peccal.a ita. Icrin ut sti-
pulae comparontur (555 C). — In Levit., b.. 15, 2 (ibid., 5G1 A et B. 489.
19-22). II oppose aux oraviora criinlna les coniimnAa quae freqiieiUer
incurrimus » (of. Tertullicn, Dc pv.d., 10. 23 : cotridinnac incutsioiii,s). ~
In Nu. h. 20. 3 (ibid, 734 A et B. 191. 20-22) : Xon tam rein ijistit:! qrarmi
pronuntiarc quam illins offensatn cpii hnec vidcns... — Ibid. b. 23, 7
(752 D et. B. 219, 17) : neqiie de parro peccato negligas. — In Icsu Xavc.
h. 14, 2 (ibid., 895 B et B. 379. 11-12) ; alii jior pnrra jn'CCaia atiiiua.'^.
alii per rnaona dccipiunt. — In Ezecb. h. 0, 2 (P. G. t.3 734 B) • Onod
inacqualia sint peccata Scripturis utentibus null! dulunm esf. bxiia
cjuippe mat?ftfl, alia minora ab his esse ducuntur. Cum auttmi siiU inac-
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C'cst a pi'opos d'un long dcveloppcinent sur la j:)eclic.s do la
laiiguc', qi.i Origenc ex[)oso cctlc doctrine; isur la distinction dcs
pcclics. Aprcs avoii- rappclc, jjour exciter riiorreur dcs iidclcs
pour cctte fuute, Ics toxics ou saint Paul range Ics rnaledici,
avcc Ics fornicatcurs, Ics adultcrcs, Ics volcurs, Ics idolatrcs cl
Ics cxclut coinmc cux du royainnc dcs ciciix, craignanl d'avoir
dcscspcre ccux do scs audilcurs (pii tonibaiciil liabitiicllcnicnt
dans cc pcchc, Ic ductcur alcxandrin, avcc sa sublilitc coutu-
inicrc, sc met a imanccr sa doctrine, 11 rcinarciue qu'il y a {du-
sicLirs dcgrcs dc iccoinpcnsc, rcj)ondant anx divcrscs beatitu
des, il en conclul (pj on pent etie c\clu,"pour pccbc dc. Irt/iguc,
du royainnc (!c5 cicux, sans pcuir. cela cUc cxclu de loutc beati
tude ctcj-ncllc, si pour Ic rcstc on est paj fail. A ce sujct, le texlc
de saint Pain sur Pcdilice conslruit jjai- Ics uns cn paille, j.uir
Ics autres cn foin ou cji bois, lui fournil unc coiripar.iison deci
sive. On y veil claircincnl, dit-i.!, api'il y a dcs pcclics si Icgcrs
qu'iis soni coTiq)arcs a la [aiilic, on Ic feu nc pent roster long-
tcrnps, d aiitrcs sonl parciis au foin, facilcnicnt lui aussi con-
sinne par le feu, inais plus lentcnicnt cpic la jjaillc; d'autrcs
son! compares au bois ou scion la qnalilc des deliis, le fd.i,
troiivc un aliment durable ct massif. Ainsi cluufue pccbe, selon
sa qualitc ou sa quantile, re(.a;il sa juste pun.ition. Origcne cn
coiudut (pi(> le vrai clirclicn nc doil point construire avec ces
materiaux, mais avec dc Tor, dc I'argenI ou des pierrcs pre-
ci(m.sr-s (3o).. .

(jimna, jioc esl j)an;a vcl laaxima, forsiiaii aliciuis iiKjuirat (fuocl iiitoi-
\iii!vcr.sa poccata sit maiu.s. — la Matt., t. 13, 30 [ibul., 1173-1170) 11 v
ost. qucsiion des poclies clalloua, ciuttona tun autlirupinon clacfnstri
hraciiiuina, iiar opposition aux ivcQala, aux pechos p/Yrs ihanaioii oii
thaua'ophorois (par allusion a Nu. IS, 22) aux incf/ista. La viaillo tiaduc-
tion latiiia datant iirobablernent do rupoquo dc Cassiodorc ot qui a re-
rnarquab.onifnt interpralc le toxle grec, asscz alaniliique, rend ccs
mots par tnodica peceantcin. i/iinir/ia, Tnlniina ct iLUinan'a Irvifi rt
VC'-rain. (ivac su-nt nrf rnortern, raorUicra, orandia, maiorn.' — Ibid.
t. l-f, 1') (!2o3 I.-'r! : rncoi'̂ ton.,- i.ncoala, chnlcpn ji.-ir niqirjsiiion an ??)/'-

series, n. 19 (lfi2S-li;2G) nuiiima, mruiwa. -
, : oravm. — In Luc. h. 3.7 (18'..i3-l$r).l) ; pinr/uia tcmicrr.ihinc. -• L expression de peciies capit.aii.v. >• prcnd clio/; OrigtVne Tac-

ception specialo de pcchcs de la tete,-pech^s intollecurel.- d'here-ie et
-leruDlal-der, : in Levit., h. 8, 10 et 11 (P. G.. 12, 502 D et'.5f;S \ ed Baeh-
rens, -ids, b et .114, 8). . - '

prccHdente. cornme Ic.s taxtos das note.<311 our comiTcndrp cr- qni est dit dn royaume des deux, il n'v a qu'a
se roppelor qua, pour nrig6nc, ccttc expression r(5pond seulament fi.
luna das multiples que Ic Christ afflrme oxisior dans le
royaurne de son p$re.

i'\ IX-ICTJUM'; ni: i.a !k>.ck ai; :ii" sikci.e
bl

"• lu jnuiibolc (Jos dciix scrvUeurs, Tun qui ,loil U.iii
cei.U .Icuo.d, la,.1,0 ci.iquai.le (l.uc, 7, I'a,
in-uor 0,1,0 110s j,col,(!s : q„'ils scjicn! luiujuia, 01, q„o par

comp,„.a,su,. avoc co„.-ci, la iaute soil l,:.„„o el subUio, il fau-
d-a tout payer : IJio„l,c,i,ol.v du.,c daho.d qui „o poclie
poii, , pius, par ccupaiaisou, qui qu'uu niaioie pdd,o »
1) ndio,,,., pa.aui |e, pocl.cs a.aigrcs et lluets, i| ya.oaeo,e „„o
d,slH.cl,0„ a lane, sa.,s quo! io Cluisl n'.au.ail poiut purlo Je

, a nou»M,,,u3 qu.adraiis „ ,, payer, .jvoquanl par ce lerrue la
•nulhphcue des nom, q„i sy.ubolisent la dive.sitd des deltcs

eteXt'" "
Linteii,relalio,i elyniologiq,,,; d„ mol .Sidon, ,, cliasseressc

<• la.stuis », lu, »i,gye,e eii u„ auire passage i,„e coi„pa,ai<on
O,,o,„a[e : pariiii.lcs |,„issa„ces cnncinics qui soul cnliv ellcs
ties d.flereutes, ,1 y„des cl,asseu,s de ,,em et des cl.asse,.,.. d-i
giauci jqlua,, cest-a-due q„e les uus par dc pelits, ies autrcs
pa, le g,a„ds pecl,es seduiseiil les ,-„i,es. I'ar e.vonple quaud
par les volupkSi.du sieele et les dcllccs dc la diair, IV,me csl
scdude, 0,1 pent dire qu'elle est piisc par petit ped,,.; q„a,„l
c e n,e la P,ov,do,cc n„ l,,,,,,.,,-,, lea deu.o.is a r,.ga! dc Die,,
eilf 1e.sl fmr iiu grtind pt'clie (3n). . '

Due a,lire cwiiparais,,11, .employee dans.rEvaiigil,., I'lund,.-.
"2 '"••"r" C"««' l« l«'«ase 06 le Sauvo.r•ci.K.ebe scribes cl aux plia.isicus dc fillier le „io„tl„.,o„
m.a,a ,1 avalcr .e chameau. II veul dire, ex, Origeue, qu its '

.teai.u.t a,ec soin les minwiu dcliclu niais eommelteul Ics
a, symbolises i.ar Ic cliauicau, eel ani,i,al tortucux et

enoime. Chez, ses clireticns aussi i.l y.a lieaucoiip <1e ces l,v(>o-
er.tes q,„ ccnuiollenl les plus g.auds ,,ed.es tout en pro.uiut
•sou, ,Ie moulier lour leligiosite dans Ics plus petits d.jtaiPs,

S! P- P'- 13, 1S93-G4.
version Que Ic dccipinnl de taCe serait se trompor s.ir la pfn','o '̂d'An-^ •'
d6re comme v(5niidlo3 les faines\jc la clml-
minnhilia (In Ezech. h 9 ^ p g il
pfdclui d'orguoil. Ce qu'ii veut'dire ici r-po-'i l,,- '* ^I '̂< '̂fnMnferieures au
facilernent le.s umcs avec ce pdch6 oulv^- m P'''̂
doLite I'idoe d'nntt difference de cTWitY. o-t Ptuhc d idoiati'itj. .^ans
catle etc faciUte de ciptur? mais pPas cnco.x'
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C'csL (ju'il.s sc iOiuri(.',iil tics iuuiuncs cl iioii tic Dicu (33). Ccia
lie siyiiilic pourLaiil poiiil (jii il laiilc iic^liyOi" Ics pclilcs taulcs,
car uii pcclic cn ciigcntirc an aaln; ; tic incinc (J[ac Ic lenncnl
tic \ciln tiq>osc dans i'anic par an premier aclc tcntl a devc-
iop[)er la vcrla; par ic ferment da mal, si petit tjti'il soil, qu a
iiilrotlmt an picmier pt'clie, on tend a detenir de joui en joai
pins mauvais (3/ij.

II cst ainsi amene a faire parfois de sabtilcs tiistinctions cntie
le.s tei-mes dont use ri'ci itare i)oar exprimer ics divers genres
de faales. «. 11 scmbic, dit-ii (3.");, qac fretjaemmcriL dans les
divines Eeritnres, les mots peche et deiit (hamai tia et plemme-
leia) soient indilTeremmcnt employes ran ponr Tantre cl sans
dislinclitm. lei cepcntiant (l.evit., -j, ii) on a clistingae... Je
jicnse qac ie delit est fantc i)las legere qne le pcclie, car nous
voyons qn'il est iiarftjis tpieslion tic peclie od luoi tcni, Ot non•
de tielil )). Pour d'aalres le delit consiste a ne point faire ce que
Ton tleviait fairc, le peche a faire ce qac I'on ne devrait pas,
peclie tl'omission pecbe d action. Cepciulant, coinine 1Lcii-
turo ne fait pas toajours ccs tlistinelioas, il s absticndra de toutc
gcnci-alisation. Aillenrs (3G), il distingac cnlrc le peccator el le.
nequam. La nequitia (poneria) designe la malice spontiinec ct
volontaii e pins coupable qac la simple laide :Aliud cst cnim
per ignorantiain mala agcrc, ct vinci a nialo, aliud volunlate ct
studio rnala facere et hoc est neqnitia ». Aussi le diablc cst-il
a[)pele le (( ponei'os » par e.vcellcncc. A1occasion de la aitle-
rence quc rEcriturc met elle-rneme entre pechcr in sanctis et
jiechcr extra sancta, il evoqnc (07) les deux textes classiques sur
les (antes in Deam ct in homincm et ccllcs ad mortem et non
ad mortem et recommandc de s'inslruire sur ces diversites que
la loi spiritucllc ctablit entre les pcches, de manicre a savoir
comment Ics corrigcr ct sen dcfaire. Dans ccttc hierinchic dcs
peches (38), le plus grand n'est point, comme certains se-

(33) In Matt., comm., n. 19, P. G. 13, lG2.")-2f).
• (34) In Nli., li. 23, 7. ' •

(3.S) In Lcvil., h. 5, 4 (P. 0. 12, 433 .AC; 6cl. Baohrons. 341, G suiv;).
(3G) In PS.,. 30, h. 2, 4 (P. 0"., 12, 1332).
(37) In Lcvit. ti. 4. 5 (P. G':, 12. 439 et eel. B 322, Get suiv.).

• (3,S) In Ezech. 11. 9, 2 (P. G., 13, 734-33) ; Quod ergo est poccatum mains
omtiibus pcccatis ? Uliaue illud proptor iiuod et diabolas corruit... Infla-
tio, supcrbia. arrogantia peccatum diaboli e.st et ob haec delicta migra-

' I
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raienl portes a Ic eroiiC, le [)cchc de la chair, si detestable .soil-
ii, mais Ic peclie d orgueil : telie esl la di.>cli iue de 1 I'.ci itnre;
c'est Ic pro[)ri; peche du diable, celui ([ni a provo([utJ sa clnilc .
Origt.'ne en profile pour ra[)[>elei- a i'hamilile tout particnlh.'-
rement les jnenihres (.Ic la hierarchic ecclesia.sti([ae.

11 fandrait natnreilement relcvcr ce. qu'il dit de.s [)eclies ad
niorleiii. L'ex[)ression rcvicnt asse/. fixviLKmimcnt dans ses am-
vres, [)ar allusion an texle de l'(i[)ilre tic saint Jean. 11 sera pliis
a propos d'cn [)arlcr pins loin, a projoos de la r(.'!iii.ssion dcs
p(5chcs. Cost a cello occasion anssi (juc .sera signalc '..•e qnc
les Conciles chablissent a propos de.s diverses cafegoric.s do
fautes (39). . • . '

. . Ferdinand .CAV.vi.i.KKA.

vlt de paelo... Superbia poccaiis omnn)us maior est et ipsius diaboli priii-
cipale peccatuiu. Si fiuando sciiiitura dia'poli peccata doscribii, inveiiies
ea de superbiae fonte manamia... (luanti, pres'oyieri constituti, pbiiii
sunt humilitatis quasi idcirco fueiiiu ordinati ui humiles esse desi.sie-
rent. Quin potius liumiliiatem s(Hini debuerant. Oportet fugere supor-
biarn maloruin omnium caput.

(39) II n'y a rien d'intoressant a signaler chez saint Cyprien et les
6crivaln.s de la seconde moitie dn 1110 sicicle. Saint Cy[>rioii n'a ikls de
classification d(3taillee. mai.s, a propos dos /((/rsi ofipose les vi'innrn
delicta, « qnae non in Deum (iommluuntur » (Fio., 17, 2) an « sunnmnu
delictnm » qu'est I'apostasie (Ep. 1G,2). II le qnaline encore de « gravissi-
mum, extremum, grande. ingens, immensum. nefandum » (Ep. 13 1;
17, 2; 3G, 1; 65, 3; 17, 1; De lapsis, 13, 17 (delicto graviore ; quod in Domi-
num commissum esi), 33. .




